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During my o.b30noo fi"OJD thiG Headquartoru, reooipt of your lotter 
conoornin& the problom of diapla.cod persona wa·s tl.ckno·,,l edgod. 1 
was thon on n trip dur ing which I made an in:spoct1on ot t, num'b~r 
of tho instllll.ot iono i n which wu huve disploood por:;ons . ?hio 
le tter dee.la pri.-n(lrily with my own obuf;rvatiol:W ti.nd will l;e oup­
plomc:ited, ei thlSir illUllodh,te ly or in the nec.r f\lture, by a i;.oi;:e 
oxtona ivo ruport ca:nprohendinc tho findings of aubordinato oom­
mandera u.nd a to.ff& · u.nd ot a spocial Jowi&h itlvostigator. 

As to the aeriouanooa· ot the problem, there 1$ not the al ightoot 
do\.\bt. the }u;,pele.:.eneos of tho ordinary dJ,sple.cod per:so11 oOCH3s 
About !'rom fear of the t'utw-c, which involve$ questions, •l·1oys 
oi' intorno.tiono.l politic:.., o.nd ·troc.1 tho prqc tioAl imf)Oasibilfty 
of pia.rticipat i ng. o.t t hls tbie , in uny uac>tul ocoupa.tion. 

To apoo.k vory briefl y about the p3yoholot ioal attitude ot these 
people, I give you a few i mpreaaiorts 6ained by direct convers~tions 
with thom. A w r y largo perconta.go of tho parsons from tho Baltic 
States. aa well aG i'rom Poland and Rwnania, dafiaitol y do not want 
to return to their Olfn oountries at t.~ia time . Althou.,gh such a ro­
turn· representa the hoigh~ or their uttioate ebi~iona , they ,con­
ata.ntly atato, "Wo cannot go be.ck until thero i a a change in the 
politica l s ituation - otherwise we •,y!ll a ll be ki lled. "' Thay state 
that the government& of all these atabes wi ll persecuto them to the 
point or death, o.l thouth thay !neiet that they bit ter l y oppoaed 
German dom.i1u1.tion of thei r respective states j ust a.a they oppoaed 
doainati~n by any o~har goverllr.lent. 

flith respect to the Jo~:a, I found t hat o.ost •ant to go to Pal estine . 
I noto in your lotter that you ha~o a lready irstitutcd ~ot1on in 
tho hopo ot mt1king t-hio poi,aible . All or theoe mttoro o.ro. oC' 
o<.n.1rse. diatiuotly out.side M:J milit.a.ry reaponaibility or o.uthorit;;y 
and thore h nothin_e \';ha:t.s0$ve-r tho.t l or QY :Jubordinatu would bo 
j ustified in promising or intimat ing in re&ard to them . However, 
the mattsr d raw3 i)"&Ot1o4tl im_port:.u.nce ror ut. out or t,ho poflf.ibility 
that oar ing tor dieplaced person$ =ay be~ long-time job . Sin¢o 
I Aao\l.lll.O thut most OOJ.ntr ies would be unwilling to o.beorb ~~sses 
or these people as c ith .ens in their respective countri~s , tho only 
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alternative . is that of hoping thoy will gradual ly voluntaril y 
dieperoo in ,;ho aroa.9 of Western Europe o.nd try to ostabl1sh 
thlXl:l in u sel f - iuste.inins life. 'l'o this end we encourat;e every­
body to i:;o out and &et e. job if he p,oaaibly·can, and have boen 
tryin& to explore the pouibilit ies of agriculture and am.all 
business in the hopes of establishing soall colonies of these 
peoplo near l:h&ir present locations . One &l"Ollt d.tffioulty ia 
tho.t t hey do not dosire to look upon their pro ~ cation aa 
any form of porm.nnont hoc:.e . They prufor to ,e"- o.n<f<.~-,.:ai t rt\thor 
t h.an to att-e:i1pt. as -t.l-ioy say, nror cing thomu fvoa 1ol;b a popu-
l ation where thoy woul d nover be wolco!ll8" . ··.,~~

1 ~---
With r egard to actu.:il liviur., condi tions ; I parsono.lly visitocl 
five 000tps, two of ·•hioh wore oxcl usive l y J1n,ish and a. third 
l argely t.o. l\to or t he camps wei·e villa~es te.ken r ·r o:i the Gor1t1.a.ns . 
Two others were oit y suburbs which had boon to.Jam over and occu­
p!od, one by the Jews, one by t he Polos . -. In one cs.mp, which waa 
Jewis~ I found conditions l oss -:.han satisra.c'tOl"Y, but found 
also that the cenp and local author i t i es were talcing over nddi­
tio:?nl housee i n the immediate vie bi ty, throwing the Germ.o.ns 

. out ot the!$e hOu.$88 in order to provide more and bett er e.ccomino­
dations tor the CU.spl aced per3ons . You 'Kill underata.'ld th.at to 
provision those peopl e adequ1tely thoy must be housed i n the sar:::e 
general vicinity; an impossible acbi nistrativc problem. •,vould bo 
presented it they ~ere scattered indiscriminately throughout tho 
German populati on. All !'ceding oi' displaced pors oo.s h under 
milito.ry or UURRA control., wnoreao , wit h few exceptions, the Germ.An "' 
population hruJ to l ook out tor i taolf. You will undorstaad, alao, 
tho.t whon ,,..e cpeak of "c amp" we do not oea.n either a tent camp or 
one made of huts . Speaklnt generally , every displ aced person is 
in tt, per111.a.nent building of aomo sort, either an ordinary dwolling 
or buildi ng that was once used for other purposos. In tho ca."!'.lp 
where I i' ound conditions unsatisfa.;tory, t horo wor e sti ll gunrds 
on the erit ranoe imd paasos wer'e required tor visits to any dis-
tant spot . This praetico is stopped, bu~ tho Jewi sh l oaders wi th• 
i n the ca.mp itsel f insistod that so::ie .form. of control wa:J nocoo:snry 
in order , as they said, that «au of ua do not get a bad name . " 
I found no i nstances or displ aced porsons sti ll living, i n the o l d 
"horror " camps . 

In one cwnp 11/e havo oxper ionccd, on tho par t ot a oousidcr4Lblo 
oinori t y of tho d ispbcod por:son3 , n distin•t lei.ck of c oopo:-ei.t.ion . 
! ar., stil l repor ting on Gvidonce given me by theso peoplo t hem­
aelves. The ~O$t sintpl o of oinitar y regul ations wero coastantly 
vii>lated to p, degree thu.t in sQa'!e instances could be termod 
nothing· l.ees than ret•ol tint, al tho~h thi s haa much i,mpro•,ed. 
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Tho Yolunt nry pol i co begged me to perr.tit the~. to ho.vo c.rma . 
\Jpon my i'lo.t rotusal to ont<:rtain such an i dea I reo0-1'tod tho 
repl y , "We hav b sane very meo.n aen here a nd thoy can 15et us all 
in troub l e" . i!owovor, I w:o. oarto.in ·thc.t a1noo the:>o pooplo arc 
-com.plotely dependent upon us f'o :• t ood , the neoouru--y :;to.udar d 
of ccnduc t co.n bo naintained wi thout any r esort to har:sh mcthodG 

At no p l ace did I !"ind any timidity ·on t.he pe.r t or nny o!'t'io&r 
~o throw n German out of a house i n order to gi vo b<it tier &ocommo­
dations to displ aced persons, but as botoro m~ntiort:d, probleiM 
or feedine; , distr1~ut 1on o.nd med i ca l ouro for thi s croplotely 
helpless g roup, ac.ke it imperativo t.1-iut thoy 00 auf'£i cient l y oon­
c.antrated in order itha.t theao se,rvi ces oan be por!'::>rmod. In thoso 
insto.ncos where I bolieve offioers have · over-o:,iphashed tho ad­
a inistrativo ~iff'icultios~ vi&or ou$ · s top$ er o being t.kon and im­
provo·::ont wi ll bo prOC1pt . 

When it ia ro a.li zed th.at the Army in ·thiS ttrco. bu bot=n to.ced with 
the moat difficul t types of redepl oy;sont problemo; bao bad to pro­
:;crve l a·n a nd order; !\lr t~is h a !atul titude o!' torvioec t or it:.1$lr 
and for tho thow.Md.s of poople it employs , and on top ot t h is 
h~c h~d ~his q uoc-tion of displ aoud persons with unusual 'de:a,nds 
upon trwi:sporta.ti on. housing. fuel . food , tnedi ou.l O~l"O o. nd $&our­
ity. you oa.'l woll understand U\at the:ro havo boon undoni ablo i n­
at twcea of ineffio ienoy. C~~dero of all &r adoo aro e ngaged i n 
aeoking these out and I am oonf!dont t hut it you oould oo:nparo 
oondi tion.a now with •nhe.t thoy were thr~o month:, allgo . you .rould 
rell.lizo tlw.t your Army here has done an admir-s.bl e and al.moot un­
beliov•bl o j ob i n t hi s r ospoct. 

'fha Bon . He.!'ry S . Tr wnAn 
The Tihi ta llou3o . 
l"!o.shin.gtou .• D. c . 

Respect,{\1.lly, 




