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2. Statement of General Winter on the History of the Organization {undated)

f

Statement of General WINTER on the History of the Orgpnization

Between 26 April and 2 May 1946 (exact date no longer certein),
B, GEALEN {until 9 April 1945 Ohlef of the Divialon Fremde Hoere 0st)
came to me af Kdnigses near Jopchtssgaden for a private conversatlon.
I myself was "then a Lieutenant General and Ohief of the Fihrungssfabes
Std<of the combined OKW/OMH, Genovel GEHLEN roquested a strictly
confidential conversation and revealed the followlng to nmei

Ha was of the opinion, as I was, that active warfare would end

in the course of the next few days, As a vesult of the clearly |

pat challenge for an unconditiensl surrender, the veluable and

irveplacesbls records on the USSR in &ll probability either °

wonld foll inte Soviet bends or would be destroyed as a resuld ‘

of loca) zotion which would be taken ip the future by the West .
and whieh could not bhe foressen by the Germen leaders. In view :
of our complete sgreement that the next phase which necessarily

would evolve out of the Zuropesn catastrophe would be conflict )
between the Soviet system and the Yestern concept of fresdem, . '
he (GEHLYH) gonsidered ii his duty to preserve every valumble '
Geruon Army yecord en the Epst for the suke of the Jolntly-held i
Western conoepts. He intended, thorefors, firet of sll to
move to positiens in the mountains, with these records and key i
personnel of nthe Division Fremde Heere Ost, in order in this :
way to bridge the first days following the capitulation and to

try to preaerve both men and paterials of the FHO during the

first period of violence, His further intention was to txy to

astoblish contact with the Wost, mccerding Ye developments in

the American Army front linss, ip order tg follew bthrough ea

his line of thinking. He \{as:wmm. that he
and his ce-workers, if he succeeded in his zims, would have to
push back all feelings of hostility and make themaelvas avail-

able to sarve & Western conoept; ip so dalng, he belleved,
he would abovs all be serving Gormany in the best possible way.

General. GEALEIN mentioned to me in this comnection that he had ~ ;.Q
already discussed the ahove mentioned baslc intentions with Brigadier &:‘-’-uw
Generzl GUDERIAN, who in the meanwhile had been relleved as Chief
of the Generel Staff{ ¢f the Ammy, and had found him teo be in baslc
agreomont, e

For my perty, I was in full ggreement with the intentions of
Genoral, GEHLEN and parted frem him with the wesurance that &5, had
the eaue opinions abeut tha broader deyelepments, as woll ae on
our own ultimate actiona, I expressed the hope that it might e . -
possible, in apite of the difficulilec of foresselng fhe avents of ’ .
the interim peried, te again work together within the frame of b
roference of the plan roughly sketched by General GZBLIN. .
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