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The Civil Commission on October 7th Crimes by Hamas Against Women and Children,
a nonprofit, independent organization, was founded to document, research, and raise
international awareness of the war crimes and gender-based violence committed by
Hamas and their collaborators against women, children, and families during their brutal
attack on Israel on October 7th and in captivity. Led by Dr. Cochav Elkayam-Levy, a
2024 Israel Prize laureate and expert in human rights and international law, the Civil
Commission documents, researches, and advocates for victims, giving them a voice
and challenging the denial of these atrocities. Its archive serves as both a memorial
and a vital historical and legal record.

With a team of experts, including researchers, lawyers, documenters, and trauma
experts, and supported by leaders like Sheryl Sandberg and Prof. Irwin Cotler,
and other prominent figures on our advisory board, the Civil Commission is raising
international awareness and forging global partnerships to highlight these atrocities
and pursue justice for the victims.
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DISTINGUISHED ENDORSEMENTS

“History has shown us that sexual violence in war is too often hidden, minimized, or erased from
the historical record. This report is an act of witness against that erasure. It gives voice to victims
and survivors, documents the systematic nature of these crimes, and deepens our understanding
of the profound harm they inflict - not only on individuals, but on families, communities, and future
generations. Its contribution to justice and historical memory will endure.”

Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

“When [ first learned what happened to women and girls on October 7 and in the months of
captivity that followed, I could not understand how so much of the world remained silent. This
report refuses that silence. Drawing on more than 430 testimonies, over 1,800 hours of visual
analysis, and thirteen documented patterns of violence, it is the most comprehensive evidence
assembled to date, and the foundation on which accountability must now be built. I am deeply
grateful to Dr. Elkayam-Levy and the Civil Commission for the rigor and moral courage this work
required. The victims were never silent — the world was. This report ensures that can never be
said again.”

Ms. Sheryl Sandberg
Founder, Lean In

“The deliberate use of sexual violence in conflict is among the gravest violations of human rights.
This report contributes to the indispensable work of documentation, recognition, and transmission,
ensuring that these crimes are neither denied nor forgotten, and that the pursuit of justice remains
a collective international duty. In the name of truth and human dignity.”

Ambassador Isabelle Rome
France’s Ambassador at-Large for Human Rights responsible for international issues
relating to the Holocaust, looted property, and remembrance

“In the dirty little wars of the 21st Century women and children pay a particularly heavy
price. International humanitarian law is ignored as combatants intentionally target civilians and
civilian objects. The rule of law must be seen as the cornerstone for international peace and
security.”

Prof. David Crane
Founding Chief Prosecutor, UN Special Court for Sierra Leone



“To those who denied the sexual violence on October 7 who justify what happened in October 7
or make excuses I have something for your summer reading list. Read it! You may actually learn
something and be a better person for it. Facts are a stubborn thing.”

Mr. Rahm Emanuel
Former White House Chief of Staff

“The Civil Commission’s report describes acts that are often described as unspeakable acts, not
only because of their brutality, but because they challenge our capacity to discuss them and to
fully acknowledge them. The seriousness and rigor of the work underlying this report, reflected
in the careful collection, preservation, curation and analysis of a vast evidentiary record, lend a
particular weight to its findings. By documenting patterns of sexual violence that were systematic
and embedded in the October 7 attacks and subsequent periods of captivity, the report gives general
shape and form to crimes that might otherwise remain fragmented, minimized, or denied. In doing
so, it marks an important step in ensuring that these heinous acts are neither obscured from the
historical record nor excluded from our moral reckoning. It also strengthens the factual basis for
their recognition and prosecution under domestic and international law.”

Prof. Yuval Shany

Hersch Lauterpacht Chair in Public International Law Professor, Hebrew University
of Jerusalem; Senior Fellow, Israel Democracy Institute, former member of the UN
Human Rights Committee

“The frenzy of sexual violence unleashed by Hamas and its collaborators in its 7 October attack on
Israel plunged unfathomable depths of brutality and depravity. More striking still are the muted
responses - and even denials - that followed. That is why the Commission has done a great service
in compiling this strongly evidenced report as a permanent testament of what happened. That
is important for the painfully slow process of accountability and justice. But even more for the
unfiltered understanding of the horrors that happened for us and our successor generations,
without which there is no chance to make peace, whenever that moment arrives.”

Prof. Mukesh Kapila
Former Special Adviser to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Professor
Emeritus, Global Health & Humanitarian Affairs
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“Rigorous documentation is the cornerstone of atrocity crimes prevention and the first step toward
breaking the cycle of impunity. By meticulously preserving the evidentiary record of the sexual and
gender-based crimes of October 7th, the Civil Commission has created a significant resource for
international justice. This report serves as a stark reminder of our shared obligation to confront
the weaponization of sexual violence and to ensure that such systematic patterns are recognized,
archived, and never ignored by the global community.”

Ms. Alice Wairimu Nderitu
Former Under-Secretary General and Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide

“This report meticulously and painstakingly documents the horrendous sexual and gender-based
violence that occurred on October 7, 2023, and during captivity, and it lays the groundwork for
much-needed accountability. As the report eloquently states, “sexual violence, whether inflicted
against women, men or children, is a grave violation that must never be normalized and must be
met with meaningful accountability.”

Prof. Nienke Grossman
Professor of Law, Co-Director, Center for International and Comparative Law,
University of Baltimore Law School

“The Civil Commission’s rigorous documentation is a vital stand against the erasure of victim
experiences. By archiving the sexual atrocities of October 7, this work honors the dignity of
survivors and provides the essential foundation of truth required for any future path toward
healing and justice. It is an extraordinary testament to the power of witnessing in the pursuit of
human rights.”

Prof. Elizabeth Gaufberg, MD MPH
Associate Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry
Harvard Medical School

“The systematic use of sexual violence as a weapon of war defies the core of international law and
human dignity. By establishing a rigorous evidentiary record of the atrocities of October 7th, the
Civil Commission ensures these crimes cannot be denied. This documentation serves as an essential
foundation for accountability and a necessary step in defending the universal values that underpin
our global and European institutions.”

Ms. Noélle Lenoir
Former Justice on the French Constitutional Court and former French Minister
for Europe



“This report is a profoundly important contribution to documenting the atrocities of October 7 and
their aftermath. By combining careful factual investigation with rigorous legal analysis, it preserves
the historical record, honors the experiences of victims and survivors, and helps lay essential
groundwork for accountability. Particularly powerful is its development of the concept of ‘kinocide’
to capture forms of violence aimed at the destruction of family bonds and intimate human ties.”

Prof. William W. Burke-White
Prof. William W. Burke-White, Professor of Law, University of Pennsylvania

“This report constitutes an essential contribution to the documentation of grave crimes under
international law. Its rigorous work ensures that the voices of victims are preserved, and that truth
remains the foundation upon which accountability must stand.”

Mr. Francois Zimeray
Former French Ambassador for Human Rights; Founding Partner, Zimeray & Finelle

“To document is to resist erasure. Testimony is a moral act, and an act of profound courage.
By documenting these crimes with rigor and humanity, individual suffering is transformed into
collective memory, and memory into personal and social responsibility. Through its searing truth
testimony aids justice, builds empathy, and shapes how future generations understand that sexual
violence happens to real people.”

Dr. Stephen Smith
MBE, Executive Director Emeritus of USC Shoah Foundation

“This report exposes a critical dimension of the October 7 attacks: sexual and gender-based violence
as a structured component of a broader architecture of terror. It shows how violence operated
through relationships, weaponizing intimacy, family bonds, and human vulnerability in ways that
reflect a broader “kinocidal logic.” At the same time, it reveals how digital environments were active
components in both the design and amplification of harm, enabling a “theater of terror” in which
visibility itself became a weapon. In a landscape often framed around mis- and disinformation,
the report sharpens our understanding of how mal-information operates as a vector of violence.
By integrating rigorous documentation with legal analysis, the report translates these patterns into
a concrete framework for accountability and prosecution, laying the groundwork for addressing
responsibility not only of perpetrators, but also across the digital infrastructures through which
these crimes were staged, circulated, and intensified. In doing so, it should call for a necessary shift:
confronting these crimes requires moving beyond the boundaries of criminal law and international
humanitarian law alone, toward a broader framework of responsibility that includes technology
platforms and digital intermediaries.”

Dr. Tehilla Shwartz Altshuler
Expert in law and technology, Senior Fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute
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“The Civil Commission’s report is an act of moral witness. Through meticulous documentation, the
report gives voice to victims and survivors, safeguards the truth against denial and erasure, and
strengthens the pursuit of justice. In the Jewish tradition, memory is a sacred responsibility, and a
command. This report calls all people of conscience to listen, to remember, and to act.”

Rabbi Angela W. Buchdahl
Senior Rabbi, Central Synagogue

“What the Civil Commission on Oct 7 Crimes has done is what Jews have done throughout the
centuries in the aftermath of tragedy—Bring insight to anguish to light a path through it. In this
report, the Commission confronts one of the most silenced forms of violence: the use of sexual
brutality as a weapon of war. By naming it, documenting it, and refusing its erasure, they restore
dignity to victims and inscribe their suffering into the moral record. In doing so, they connect
these crimes to a broader human story—echoing the experiences of women and families in Bosnia,
in Cambodia, in Iran, and beyond—who endured similar violations in silence. What was once
unspeakable is now named, and what was once isolated is now recognized as part of a shared
history that demands justice.”

Ms. Roya Hakakian
Writer and Cofounder of Iran Human Rights Documentation Center

“This report is a critical contribution to the international legal record. It establishes facts with clarity
and rigor, documenting the use of sexual violence not as isolated acts, but as part of a broader
strategy that may constitute the gravest crimes under international law. Such documentation is
indispensable to ensuring accountability. It lays an essential evidentiary foundation for future legal
proceedings and for the pursuit of justice across jurisdictions.”

Ms. Irit Kohn
President Emeritus, The International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists

“This report represents an essential act of documentation, ensuring that the truth of these crimes
is preserved with rigor, care, and integrity. By establishing a clear evidentiary record, it affirms
a fundamental principle: that in the face of profound violence, facts must be documented and
accountability must follow. The work of the Commission ensures that the voices of victims and
survivors are neither denied nor forgotten, and that a foundation exists for justice to be pursued.”

Mr. Jay Rosenzweig
CEO of Rosenzweig & Company; author of the Annual Rosenzweig; Report on
women; and board chair of the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights



“This report brings to light a devastating truth - the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war.
By documenting these crimes with clarity and courage, it not only honors the victims, but
also strengthens the global fight for justice and accountability. From Iran to Bosnia to Yazidi
communities and beyond, women’s bodies have too often been battlegrounds. This report ensures
that these crimes are seen, named, and cannot be denied.”

Ms. Nazanin Afshin-Jam MacKay
Founding Member, Iranian Justice Collective, Canada

“Everyone everywhere working to advance justice should consider this report and its important
recommendations for the international community.”

Mr. Peter Van Praagh
President, Halifax International Security Forum (HFX), Washington, DC

“Sexual violence in conflict is among the gravest betrayals of our shared humanity. To document
these crimes with honesty and courage is not only an act of justice for the victims, but a moral
duty to history.”

Ms. Raheel Raza
President, Council for Muslims Against Antisemitism

“The Civil Commission’s report is an extraordinary and essential undertaking. As a prosecutor,
I know that justice begins with the meticulous and fearless collection of evidence. This report
provides the rigorous documentation necessary to ensure that the sexual atrocities of October 7
are not only recognized by the world but met with the full force of legal accountability. This report
is a vital tool for justice.”

Ms. Miriam Rocah
Fordham Law Adjunct Professor, former district attorney and federal prosecutor

“The work of the Civil Commission is a profound act of witnessing. By meticulously documenting
the gender-based atrocities of October 7th, this report creates an unshakeable historical record
that refuses to allow these crimes to be erased or forgotten. It is a necessary and courageous stand
for truth, ensuring that the voices of the victims are preserved with the dignity and legal clarity
they deserve.”

Prof. Dr. Danielle Spera
Culture.Media.Journalism
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“Hamas committed atrocities on October 7 that must be written into the darkest pages of human
history as one of the worst examples of barbarism against women and innocent people. As a Muslim
woman, as an American, and as the leader of the first Muslim women’s civil rights organization in
America, I bear witness with absolute moral clarity: Hamas’s crimes were not an act of resistance,
but acts of evil, sexual brutality, torture, humiliation, and murder against the people of Israel. The
crimes Hamas inflicted upon women were an assault on human dignity itself and a stain on the
conscience of the world. No cause, no grievance, and no ideology can ever justify such savagery.
We must name Hamas, we must tell the truth, and we must ensure that these horrors are never
denied, never erased, and never forgotten.”

Ms. Anila Ali
President of American Muslim Multi-Faith Empowerment Council (AMMWEC)

“Women’s bodies must never become battlefields, and sexual violence must never be accepted as an
inevitable byproduct of war. This report stands as an act of truth and justice, documenting atrocities
that too often disappear into silence. Speaking out early was not just a choice, but a duty—because
we must ask why these specific voices were ignored while the rest of the world was heard. Whether
one victim or many, every voice demands the same weight and the same justice. Preserving this
truth is our collective responsibility to the victims and to history.”

Ms. Céline Bardet
Founder and Head of We Are NOT Weapons Of War (WWoW)

“Excellent work... a labor of love, professionalism, and courage.”

Ms. Dorothy Tananbaum
Advisory Board, Member of the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency for Israel

“When Hamas terrorists attacked Israel on October 7, 2023, they did the unthinkable. They
systematically weaponized sexual violence against women, girls and men and the hostages Hamas
kidnapped and held captive. We are grateful to the Civil Commission and Dr. Cochav Elkayam-Levy
for their monumental accomplishment in meticulously reviewing and recording the evidence of
Hamas’ crimes against humanity and advancing justice for the victims. It is critical that we demand
the world’s leaders hold Hamas accountable — now, not at some indeterminant time in the future.”

Ms. Carol Ann Schwartz
Hadassah National President



“Standing with women means standing for truth, justice, and human dignity—especially when
women are subjected to the gravest forms of violence. This report is a vital act of witness and
accountability. It gives voice to victims, preserves their stories against denial and erasure, and
reminds the world that violence against women in conflict can never be ignored.”

Ms. Hagit Pe’er
President of Na’amat Israel and Na’amat International

“To remain silent in the face of conflict-related sexual violence is to fail our collective humanity.
We bear a moral obligation to listen to the survivors, honor their truths, and demand justice. This
report is a vital act of bearing witness and a call to the world to ensure that such atrocities are
never met with indifference.”

Rabbi Liz P. G. Hirsch
CEO, Women of Reform Judaism

“The findings of the Civil Commission are a harrowing but necessary call to the conscience of
the international community. We must have the courage to name these atrocities and the rigor
to document them as the Civil Commission has painstakingly done. This report stands as a vital
shield against denial and a critical step toward ensuring that sexual violence is met with absolute
accountability rather than impunity and silence.”

Ms. Rachel Foster
Co-Founder and President, World Without Exploitation

“Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have
seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their
children after them.” (Deuteronomy 4:9). The documentation within the Civil Commission’s report
is a testament to an endless pain. Thank you for carrying the torch of memory on behalf of us all.”

Major General (Res.) Doron Almog
Chairman of the Executive, The Jewish Agency for Israel
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“As we confront the harrowing reality of the sexual and gender-based crimes documented in this
report, our duty is clear: we must listen to survivors and uphold the truth. Sexual violence in conflict
is not incidental — it is often used as a weapon, and too often met with silence or impunity. By
documenting the atrocities committed against victims of all ages and genders, the Civil Commission
ensures these crimes cannot be denied or erased. A feminist perspective demands that justice be
pursued consistently and universally, without hierarchy among victims. I stand in full solidarity
with the pursuit of justice for every life shattered by these acts.”

Ms. Viviane Teitelbaum
Senator and Author; President, European Council of the International Council of
Women (ECICW); President of the Network of Women Parliamentarians of the APF

“I have witnessed this work from its very beginning - its burden, its difficulty, and its unwavering
commitment to the victims. From the very first days after October 7, when so many still could not
grasp the scale of what had happened, this work insisted on doing what history too often fails to
do: document, preserve, and tell the truth about violence against women. In times when silence,
denial, and indifference threaten justice, giving voice to victims becomes an act of resistance. It
ensures that sexual violence can never be normalized, excused, or forgotten.”

Ms. Moran Zer Katzenstein
Founder and head of Bonot Alternativa, Israel’s women’s protest movement

“This report is a profoundly important contribution to documenting the atrocities of October 7 and
their aftermath. By combining careful factual investigation with rigorous legal analysis, it preserves
the historical record, honors the experiences of victims and survivors, and helps lay essential
groundwork for accountability. Particularly powerful is its development of the concept of ‘kinocide’
to capture forms of violence aimed at the destruction of family bonds and intimate human ties.”

Ms. Sharon S. Nazarian Ph.D.
President, Younes & Soraya Nazarian Family Foundation

“Having worked on related contexts of conflict-related atrocities, I deeply value rigorous
documentation of sexual violence and the role of survivor-centered testimony in both historical
record and accountability efforts.”

Dr. Leyla Ferman
Researcher, Germany



“Where law seeks accountability, documentation is its foundation. This report lays a substantial
and rigorous evidentiary basis for understanding the scale, pattern, and severity of the crimes
committed. In doing so, it moves us closer to justice, not only through legal processes, but through
the recognition of harms too often denied or dismissed. For victims, recognition is the beginning
of justice.”

Adv. Gali Etzion
Head of the Legal Division, Na’amat

“Where others looked away, the Civil Commission chose to look directly — and to document what
it saw with unflinching courage and profound care. The work of recording these crimes is not
merely historical; it is an act of the highest moral responsibility, demanding that every testimony,
every detail, every scar be held with precision and compassion. To document trauma at this depth
is to walk alongside the unbearable — to insist that pain be named without being exploited, that
horror be recorded without being reduced. This report is a human declaration to the world that
refuses to let evil go unnamed, and that the holy sacred work of bearing witness is itself the first
human act of ensuring it never happens again.”

Rabbi Tamar Elad-Appelbaum

Founder of The Zion Community of Jerusalem, Voice of the People Global Jewish
Council of Israel’s Office of the President, the Vatican Global Women Interrelgious
Network, Board member of the Civil Commission

“The Civil Commission has taken upon itself a difficult and harrowing mission: to expose the Hamas
SGBV (sexual and gender-based violence) cruel and evil strategy, and to document its crimes in a
systematic and impartial manner. To ensure that the suffering endured by the victims will not be
denied, erased, or forgotten and that the due justice will be done. At the core of archival practice
lies a commitment to accuracy, accountability, preservation and access to truth. This report and
its archive exemplify these principles, ensuring that critical evidence and testimony are responsibly
documented and safeguarded for future generations, scholarship, and justice processes.

Dr. Lavi Shay
Chairperson of the Association of Israeli Archivists

ALIAILAYO NI SIOVLISOH LSNIVOY ANV £ 4390L00 40 SIILID0YLY ATOLNN IHL :dITIFANN YOY¥3IL 1vNX3S | IYOW ON @3ION3TIS

Xiii



NIHATIHO ANV NIWOM LSNIVOVY SYINVH A8 SINIYO HLZ 4390100 NO NOISSINNOD TIAID IHL

Xiv

HONORARY ENDORSERS

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Former Secretary of State

Prof. Irwin Cotler

Advisory Board member, International Chair,
Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights;
former Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada

Ambassador Isabelle Rome

France’s Ambassador at-Large for Human
Rights responsible for international issues
relating to the Holocaust, looted property,
and remembrance

Prof. David Crane
Founding Chief Prosecutor, UN Special Court
for Sierra Leone

Prof. Aharon Barak
Former President of the Supreme Court of
Israel

Prof. Mukesh Kapila

Former Special Adviser to the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Professor
Emeritus, Global Health & Humanitarian
Affairs.

Prof. Yuval Shany

Hersch Lauterpacht Chair in Public
International Law Professor, Hebrew
University of Jerusalem; Senior Fellow, Israel
Democracy Institute, former member of the
UN Human Rights Committee

Ms. Noélle Lenoir
Former Justice on the French Constitutional
Court and former French Minister for Europe

Ms. Alice Wairimu Nderitu
Former Under-Secretary General and Special
Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide

Ms. Sheryl Sandberg
Advisory Board member, Founder, Lean In

Mr. Rahm Emanuel
Former White House Chief of Staff

Prof. Elizabeth Gaufberg, MD MPH
Associate Professor of Medicine and
Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School

Prof. Nienke Grossman

Professor of Law, Co-Director, Center for
International and Comparative Law, University
of Baltimore Law School

Mr. Frangois Zimeray
Former French Ambassador for Human
Rights; Founding Partner, Zimeray & Finelle

Prof. Mordechai Kremnitzer

Former Dean of the Faculty of Law at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Senior
Fellow at Israel Democracy Institute

Prof. William W. Burke-White
Professor of Law, University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Stephen Smith
MBE, Executive Director Emeritus of USC
Shoah Foundation

Mr. Peter Van Praagh
President, Halifax International Security
Forum (HFX), Washington, DC

Ms. Nazanin Afshin-Jam Mackay
Founding Member, Iranian Justice Collective,
Canada

Dr. Tehilla Shwartz Altshuler
expert in law and technology, Senior Fellow
at the Israel Democracy Institute



Ms. Viviane Teitelbaum

Senator and Author; President, European
Council of the International Council of Women
(ECICW): President of the Network of Women
Parliamentarians of the APF

Céline Bardet
Founder and Head of We Are NOT Weapons
Of War (WWoW)

Rabbi Angela W. Buchdahl
Senior Rabbi, Central Synagogue, New York

Ms. Roya Hakakian
Writer and Cofounder of Iran Human Rights
Documentation Center

Ms. Carol Ann Schwartz
Hadassah National President

Dr. Lavi Shay
Chairperson of the Association of Israeli
Archivists

Ms. Hagit Pe’er
President of Na’amat Israel and Na'’amat
International

Dr. Sharon S. Nazarian Ph.D.
President, Younes & Soraya Nazarian Family
Foundation

Ms. Irit Kohn
President Emeritus, The International
Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists

Mr. Jay Rosenzweig

CEO of Rosenzweig & Company; author of
the Annual Rosenzweig; Report on women;
and Honorary Chair of the Raoul Wallenberg
Centre for Human Rights

Ms. Moran Zer Katzenstein
Founder and head of Bonot Alternativa,
Israel's women’s protest movement

Ms. Raheel Raza
President, Council for Muslims Against
Antisemitism

Ms. Miriam Rocah
Fordham Law Adjunct Professor, former
district attorney and federal prosecutor

Ms. Anila Ali
President, American Muslim Multi-Faith
Empowerment Council (AMMWEC)

Rabbi Liz P. G. Hirsch
CEO, Women of Reform Judaism

Adv. Gali Etzion
Head of the Legal Division, Na'amat

Ms. Rachel Foster
Co-Founder and President, World Without
Exploitation

Major General (Res.) Doron Almog
Chairman of the Executive, The Jewish
Agency for Israel

Dr. Leyla Ferman
Researcher, Germany

Rabbi Tamar Elad-Appelbaum

Founder of the Zion Community of Jerusalem,
Voice of the People Global Jewish Council of
Israel’'s Office of the President, the Vatican
Global Women Interreligious Network, Board
member of the Civil Commission

ALIAILAYO NI SIOVLISOH LSNIVOY ANV £ 4390L00 40 SIILID0YLY ATOLNN IHL :dITIFANN YOY¥3IL 1vNX3S | IYOW ON @3ION3TIS

XV



E

i
el

2! .HR '-H\

1
L]
L0

2Rl
-

e

i

i
[ . 2 S - <y x
: ik e gk
d [+ =l n. T L ] L
ol * L e —
_ Jiig > 1 g
o A - i —42
- if i it . - e -
¥ o L ok o -] s [T,
i e -
= 3 L T o o=
-
i : I
e F T
.._ ;ﬂ § |1.1] ! v - ) o .|I
e, S et I e
= - . b e : ;
| ¥ : L Tl . on 3 |
i 360 2 -
i A (i .
Ti -t -—
| — L] |1- . g "l
f". - . el =
. L e B P ARE b T SR
3 - e Ll B T ga -7 2K L £ = ¥
i = A1 el i
1 I O bl | e merum !
fiprm — AT g T 2 Jrtre] -
L"_._. i, oy :
) [
" T ' E " El
| 1 T S -
' LS L.L.-... i r T &
r\.ﬂ.lr ~ R  Fe e
b oy o PR R <P 1oL A L
-.. II | 2 i i --ILII.rh | - £,
! E s N = - = 0
! i) e
—_
F r, W 0 5 3 - :
...____..Lllrr.... i L T o
s g Py ™) e
._I o B - T -
o - e W B - v =0 T
! v i T = i T f
1 ] B
H e oL Skl
I s nm. L |._.L!._ - .n...l.. -
g 5 LR L6 L=
P e 2 o s e :
o = 2 He ] ; = ¥
R s :
§ Fr L = [ R o
1 .....: Pl By 2l e | W .a...
1 e Ei2 & GO 2
: .__....11 - o] N .. T g2 B .."j
W o _h = Y T 2 T
o - 4 =t e e ey —— - |
¥ l.m.ll.fl I_....& ”.-..I-.-.ﬂl - fa _u____ f ..r.a“ﬂ
; s S ea | R - H i
1 ”|u I e S - i Hrl...r
. - ¥ .q.-w“.l . H.w.... -
- "~ = 3 .
o i | s st 357 : i
| . g1
" e i 3. ¥
HBLN { .....“..._..-....l. % ! e
| = - W | |......—.
f ) A ik
{ : s S - = .“
”qu.._ |.||Fr|.||. = L T g1 ﬁ. » _ .ld.. LS
Y T g Ll &, - B
J ' 1 e, o
e

4 : L

= I i g
TRELPN LN | T %H.
SR o ..-_. iy F,



“.. They filmed everything.
They wanted the world to see
what they did to her.”

Ricarda Louk, Mother of Shani Louk,
who was murdered and taken hostage into Gaza












SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR READERS

This report documents acts of extreme violence and contains descriptions
of sexual and gender-based crimes, by necessity employing detailed and
graphic language at times. This content may be emotionally distressing
for readers, particularly survivors of violent crimes and atrocities.
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PREFAGE

DR. COCHAV ELKAYAM-LEVY

Founder and Chair of the Civil Commission
on October 7th Crimes by Hamas Against Women and Children

There are moments in history that rupture the moral order by which societies define themselves.
Moments that do more than shatter lives; they unsettle the very boundaries by which human
conduct is understood.

October 7, 2023 was such a moment.

In the early hours of that morning, entire communities were devastated. Thousands of civilians -
women, men, children, elderly people, and people with disabilities - were attacked in their
homes, on roads, in shelters, and in places of refuge. They were hunted, executed, tortured,
burned alive, mutilated, sexually violated, and taken hostage in acts of extreme brutality.

The perpetrators did not conceal these acts - they glorified them. They filmed and broadcast
them in real time, transforming their violence into spectacle and human suffering into an
instrument of terror. During the prolonged captivity that followed, the families of the hostages,
and an entire nation, endured months of anguish through images and videos of their suffering.
These were intended to imprint themselves on the public consciousness. Visibility itself became
a weapon, and the audience was, painfully, part of the plan.

In doing so, this violence was designed to outlast the attack itself and reverberate across
families, communities, borders, and generations. Its purpose extended beyond physical
destruction, seeking to create humiliation and enduring psychological trauma.

Yet if the atrocities shattered the boundaries of what we believed possible, what followed
exposed another fracture: the fragility of recognition in the face of sexual violence, and with
it, the persistent struggle of victims to be believed.

For victims of sexual crimes, recognition is inseparable from the possibility of justice. It is
never merely symbolic: it forms a necessary step in the process of healing and the restoration
of dignity.

In this sense, on October 7th, so many were silenced forever and left dependent on the
willingness of others to bear witness to what they endured and to pursue justice on their behalf.

That burden proved extraordinarily difficult.

The materials are almost unbearable in their brutality. Their very extremity made the act of
witnessing injurious and challenged our work on a daily basis. Nevertheless, we understood
that their cruelty and magnitude also rendered them impossible to comprehend and harder
to believe. In light of denial, distortion, disbelief, hostility, and the attempts to dismiss the
atrocities, we felt bound by a profound moral obligation to proceed - to ensure that victims
were believed, that the historical record could not be erased, and that silence or political
motivations would not determine what the world remembers.
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This report, and the historical archive it reflects, were born in that rupture, in the space between
atrocity and denial.

For more than two years, the Civil Commission has undertaken the painstaking labor of
documenting, preserving, and analyzing the crimes committed on October 7 and against
hostages in captivity. What began as an urgent moral obligation became a rigorous legal,
historical, and evidentiary work.

Guided by internationally recognized methodologies for documenting war crimes and sexual
violence, the Commission gathered testimonies, preserved visual evidence, and conducted
extensive analysis across multiple sites and contexts. We carried this work out of the conviction
that sexual and gender-based violence, in all its forms, must be confronted rather than allowed
to recede into history as something too painful to remember or too difficult to face at present.

The patterns documented in this report indicate that sexual and gender-based violence was
a strategy of Hamas and an integral part of the October 7 attacks. Our findings demonstrate
that it was a deliberate tactic within the broader architecture of the terror inflicted on victims
and hostages.

The Commission’s work identified another distinct pattern, one insufficiently theorized in law:
the systematic targeting of the families as a site through which violence is amplified and terror
deepened.

We conceptualize this pattern as kinocide: the deliberate and systematic torture of families and
weaponization of familial bonds through the destruction and exploitation of family relationships
in order to maximize suffering. In the context of this report, this includes what | suggest may be
understood as kinocidal sexual violence: sexual violence strategically inflicted within familial
settings in order to exploit bonds of care, dependency, and attachment. Kinocidal sexual
violence weaponizes relational vulnerability, extends harm beyond the immediate victim, and
transforms the family itself into a site of compounded trauma and collective devastation.

In naming this pattern, we contribute to the evolving legal understanding of how atrocity
operates through human attachment, and how families themselves become targets of atrocity
crimes.

Indeed, to document atrocity is to stand at the threshold between evil and memory. In this
sense, the work of documentation was never only evidentiary. It was restorative and part of
the moral process through which suffering is acknowledged and dignity begins - however
incompletely - to be restored. It required entering, again and again, into the deepest chambers
of human suffering to ensure that those who were silenced are neither forgotten nor ignored.
For survivors and for families, there is profound significance in knowing that what happened
has been seen, believed, written, and preserved for generations to come.

Recognition cannot undo violence, yet it restores something essential: the conditions under
which justice becomes possible. It restores faith in our shared humanity and affirms that what
was suffered matters - that it will be remembered, and that the truth of what occurred will
endure.



While nothing can bring comfort to those who suffered the atrocities of October 7th, this report
ensures the voices and stories are carried forward.

Societies are judged by the truths they are willing to confront. This report is part of that choice:
a refusal to look away, and an insistence that what happened on October 7th, and in captivity
thereafter, be carried forward not as history alone, but as a persistent demand for justice. This
work places facts that demand reckoning before the public record, and before institutions of
law, accountability, and history.

Lastly, this report forms part of a much longer historical and legal struggle. Across time,
geography, and generations, sexual violence has been weaponized as an instrument of
war. Feminist legal scholarship, has transformed the legal understanding of these crimes
by revealing what law too often failed to recognize: that sexual violence is not incidental to
conflict, but integral to its design and organizing methods. It has long served campaigns of
persecution, forced displacement, ethnic destruction, and, at times, genocide itself. Too often
sexual and gender-based violence functions as a political and social means through which
power is asserted and group destruction is advanced. It must therefore be understood not at
the margins of atrocity, but among its constitutive methods.

It is precisely this recognition of sexual violence as structural and systematic that exposes
the limits of law. No single legal proceeding, however important, could ever encompass or
fully capture the full moral and historical magnitude of the crimes committed. By its nature,
it cannot fully reflect the totality of human suffering caused by atrocity or the full scope of
human devastation.

It is within—and because of —these limits that the present report assumes its particular
significance. It preserves what law alone cannot. It reveals the scope and depth of the violence
inflicted on victims. Grounded in the Commission’s war crimes archive, it ensures that what
exceeds the reach of any proceeding is nonetheless placed on the historical record.

What follows now is not remembrance alone, but a responsibility to pursue justice, to repair
what can still be repaired, and to ensure that these crimes do not disappear into the ordinary
erosion of time.

We cannot prevent future atrocities if we ignore, deny, question, or look away from them. Nor
can we begin to prevent what we do not know—or choose not to fully understand.

May the truth of what was done endure in the record of humanity, compel law and conscience,
and sustain the long and necessary effort to seek justice, confront such violence, and prevent
its recurrence.

Dr. Cochav Elkayam-Levy

Founder and Chair of the Civil Commission on
October 7th Crimes by Hamas Against Women
and Children
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FOREWORDS

HON. IRWIN COTLER

International Chair, Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights
Former Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

In an age of resurgent antisemitism and accelerating atrocity, we bear witness to one of the
most harrowing chapters of our time: the systematic perpetration of sexual violence during the
barbaric onslaught of October 7th. That day marked not only the largest massacre of Jews since
the Holocaust - of horrors too terrible to be believed but not too terrible to have happened - but
a calculated campaign of sexual terror that was intended to punish, degrade, and dehumanize
its victims. It was an assault on human dignity in its most intimate and devastating forms.

Nor did the horror end on October 7th. For the hostages taken into Gaza, the atrocities became
a continuing crime. Women and men, including the elderly and the very young, were subjected
to ongoing sexual violence, threats of rape, humiliation, and psychological terror in conditions
of enforced disappearance. Families were separated, basic medical care was denied, and the
bodies and minds of the hostages were weaponized as instruments of coercion and propaganda.
Hostage-taking is itself a grave breach of international law; when compounded by sexual torture
and inhuman and degrading treatment, it becomes an emblematic example of the cruelty this
report seeks to document and condemn.

Sexual violence was not incidental to the October 7th attacks; it was central. Women and girls,
and, in many cases, men and boys, were subjected to rape, sexualized torture, mutilation, forced
nudity, and desecration of bodies. Parents were murdered in front of their children; siblings
assaulted in front of one another; victims stripped, violated, filmed, and displayed. These were
not crimes of passion: they were coordinated and orchestrated to exacerbate the cruelty of
crimes that are sexual in nature.

This report is a testament to those who endured the unendurable and to those who did not
survive to tell their stories. It names the crime that the world tried to deny, minimizes no survivor,
and centers justice for the victims. It is a report rooted in the voices of victims, survivors,



witnesses, and first responders, and grounded in the law. It catalogues evidence of a crime
so brutal that language itself strains to contain it, reminding us of Churchill’s description of
genocide as a “crime without a name.”

For over five decades, | have sought to pursue justice for victims of mass atrocity: in the
courtroom, in Parliament, and at the United Nations. | have learned that atrocities do not
begin with the machinery of killing; they begin with the machinery of indifference, denial, and
impunity. They begin with a failure to believe victims. In the months following October 7, that
failure has repeated itself with alarming speed: the silencing of testimony, the politicization
of sexual violence, the grotesque inversion in which perpetrators are valorized and survivors
shamed into silence.

The survivors of October 7 have already borne the unbearable. It is now for us - the international
community, jurists, parliamentarians, policymakers, and civil society - to bear the responsibility
of pursuing justice. That justice must be swift, survivor-centered, and anchored in the
frameworks of international law, including the Rome Statute, the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and the jurisprudence of the International
Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia.

It is not only the crime that must be condemned, but the denial that follows it. For as Elie Wiesel
taught us, “Silence in the face of evil is complicity with evil itself.” This report is therefore both
an archive and a call to action. It honors those whose testimonies it records and those whose
voices were silenced. Its value will lie not only in its documentation but in its use, including by
prosecutors, legislators, researchers, and advocates committed to ensuring that the sexual
atrocities of October 7th are not forgotten, denied, nor left without remedy.

Hon. Irwin Cotler,

International Chair, Raoul Wallenberg Centre
for Human Rights, Former Minister of Justice
and Attorney General of Canada
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JUSTIGE AHARON BARAK

Former President of the Supreme Court of Israel

The work of the Civil Commission constitutes a contribution of substantial legal and historical
importance. Through meticulous documentation, the systematic collection of testimonies, the
preservation of primary and visual materials, and disciplined legal analysis, the Commission has
established a record of considerable weight and enduring significance. Such work demands
unusual and exceptional rigor. The documentation of atrocity, and particularly of sexual violence
committed in conditions of armed conflict, presents profound difficulties. The evidentiary record
frequently requires sustained engagement with material of extraordinary brutality, imposing
not only methodological demands but profound human and ethical burdens on those entrusted
with its examination. Evidence is often fragmented. Victims are frequently unable to testify. In
many cases, those who could have testified are no longer alive.

Under such conditions, the construction of a reliable evidentiary archive becomes
indispensable.

Its function is not judicial in the formal sense, yet it serves justice in a fundamental way: it
preserves the factual foundation upon which legal, historical, and moral judgment depend.

This is especially true in relation to sexual and gender-based violence. As Catharine
MacKinnon'’s jurisprudential work has long established, sexual violence in conflict cannot be
understood as incidental to war. In many circumstances, it functions as one of its central
elements. It becomes a means of domination, humiliation, dehumanization, and terror. These
crimes remain among the most difficult to document. Their evidentiary structure is uniquely
complex. Their victims often exist in conditions of profound vulnerability. Their suffering is
frequently obscured by the very circumstances in which the crimes occur.

This difficulty creates conditions in which denial can emerge with unusual speed and force.

That reality was evident here. The early denial of these crimes underscores the importance
of rigorous documentation. Where facts are contested, the preservation of reliable records
becomes a condition for justice itself.

The significance of this report must also be understood in its broader international context.
Conflict-related sexual violence has accompanied some of the gravest atrocities of the modern
era—in Bosnia, Rwanda, and against the Yazidi community, among other places. It forms part
of a persistent pattern in human history, in which the human body becomes an instrument
of violence and war. The crimes documented here must be understood within that broader
historical framework.



At the same time, they present particular characteristics of singular gravity: the conjunction
of killing, sexual violence, hostage-taking, and public humiliation of victims; the large-scale
visual documentation of the crimes themselves; and the deliberate infliction of terror not only
upon individuals, but upon families and communities. These features give this record distinct
evidentiary and historical significance.

In my recent opinion at the International Court of Justice, | observed that genocide is not merely
a legal term, but a concept deeply intertwined with my own life experience. That observation
reflects a broader truth about atrocity crimes: they exist not only in legal doctrine, but in human
memory, in collective consciousness, and in the moral foundations upon which law itself rests.

The importance of this report lies, therefore, not only in its legal findings, but in its act of
preservation and formation of collective memory.

It does not replace the legal process, nor can it. But it lays the necessary foundation for justice.

Prof. Aharon Barak
Former President of the Supreme Court of Israel
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EXEGUTIVE SUMMARY

“You hear it. It’s right next to you. You hear the
screams . . . and then you hear silence.”

The Civil Commission’s interview with Darin Komarov, Nova Survivor

Following a two-year independent investigation, the Civil Commission concludes that sexual and
gender-based violence was systematic, widespread, and integral to the October 7th attacks
and their aftermath. Across multiple locations and phases of the assault, including during
abduction, transfer, and captivity, Hamas and its collaborators deployed recurring tactics of
sexual abuse and torture against victims. These crimes were marked by extreme cruelty and
profound human suffering, often inflicted in ways designed to amplify terror and humiliation.

This report presents a comprehensive independent evidentiary record, the most extensive
assembled to date of the sexual and gender-based crimes committed on October 7th and
during captivity. The report draws on extensive factual documentation, including original
filmed survivor and witness testimonies, interviews, photographs, videos, official records,
and other primary materials from the attack sites. The investigation examined materials from
multiple locations, including residential communities, the Nova music festival and surrounding
areas, roads and shelters, military bases, and sites associated with the identification of victims’
bodies. It further analyzed testimonies and evidence relating to the abduction, transfer, and
prolonged captivity of hostages in Gaza.

Based on this large body of materials, the Commission constructed a dedicated archive
preserving these materials within the Civil Commission’s October 7th War Crimes Archive, a
secure and carefully curated repository. This evidentiary record is the product of a sustained
and methodologically rigorous investigation conducted over a two-year period. The Commission
systematically reviewed more than 10,000 photographs and video segments of the attack,
amounting to well over 1,800 cumulative hours of analysis of visuals, alongside extensive
testimonial work, including the collection, transcription, translation, and cross-referencing of
survivor and witness accounts, as well as site visits, expert consultations, and meetings with
families and affected communities. Overall, the Commission conducted over 430 formal and
informal interviews, testimonies, and meetings with survivors, withesses, returned hostages,
experts and family members. All materials were logged, coded, and mapped across time and



geographic locations, and integrated into a dedicated database on sexual and gender-based
crimes, forming a structured subsystem within the Civil Commission’s secure archive. Data
analysis conducted by the Commission reveals that the victims represented 52 different
nationalities, underscoring the international scope of the crimes and their impact. The
Commission further conducted an extensive open-source investigation, corroborated materials
through geolocation-supported datasets and interdisciplinary expert input, and carried out its
work in accordance with internationally recognized standards, including trauma-informed and
survivor-centered practices and ethical principles, guided by the principle of “do no harm.” This
methodological framework enabled the Commission not only to document individual incidents,
but to identify recurring patterns, present a full and comprehensive account of the events, and
delineate operational features across sites and phases of the attack.

Considered collectively, these materials illuminate a coherent and structured account that could
not previously have been discerned in this manner. Through systematic cross-referencing of
this material and detailed analysis of the modus operandi of the perpetrators, the Commission
identified thirteen recurring patterns of sexual and gender-based violence committed across
multiple locations. The repetition of these patterns demonstrates that the crimes were not
isolated acts of brutality but formed part of a broader operational method used during the
attack and its aftermath.

The investigation also documents how perpetrators weaponized visibility and digital
dissemination as part of the violence itself, including sexualized content. Armed groups
recorded acts of abuse, humiliation, and killing, and circulated the footage through social media
platforms and victims’ own digital accounts. In numerous cases, family members first learned of
the fate of their loved ones through images or videos distributed by perpetrators. This deliberate
use of digital media transformed acts of violence into instruments of psychological warfare
directed not only at victims but also at families and society at large.
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The sexual violence continued beyond the attacks themselves. The report extensively
documents testimonies from released hostages and other sources demonstrating how sexual
assaults, sexual humiliation, and sexualized torture persisted during captivity in Gaza for
prolonged periods. In some cases, the sexual and gender-based abuse of hostages continued
for months.

In addition to documenting individual crimes, the report identifies a distinct pattern of violence
targeting family members and exploiting familial relationships as instruments of terror. In
several documented incidents, victims were sexually assaulted or humiliated in the presence of
relatives, and in one of the documented cases family members were coerced into participating
in acts of abuse against one another. These acts reflect what the Commission characterizes
as kinocidal sexual violence —violence deliberately designed to destroy the family as a social
and emotional unit by weaponizing the bonds between family members.

Taken together, the Commission’s investigation reveals a coordinated assault in which sexual
violence was used to terrorize victims, families, communities, and society at large. Our
conclusion is unequivocal: sexual and gender-based violence formed a central component
of the October 7th attack and of hostages’ captivity.

Based on its investigation, the Civil Commission’s findings conclude that these crimes constitute
war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocidal acts under international law. Therefore,
the report establishes a clear roadmap for the prosecution of the crimes committed on
October 7th and during captivity. The report presents a clear evidentiary and legal foundation
for the investigation and prosecution of those responsible. It also highlights the need for
specialized prosecutorial structures and gender-competent frameworks to effectively address
these crimes.

This work carries a broader historical purpose. At its core, this report is an act of
documentation, accountability, and remembrance. Many victims of these crimes did not
survive to testify. Others continue to endure profound trauma. By preserving testimonies,
documenting evidence, and analyzing the patterns and legal implications of the crimes, the
Commission has sought to ensure that the suffering endured by the victims will not be denied,
erased, or forgotten.

It records the voices of survivors and witnesses. It preserves the evidentiary foundations
necessary for future prosecutions. Furthermore it affirms a fundamental principle of
international justice: that even in the aftermath of the most extreme violence, truth must be
documented and the suffering of victims must be acknowledged.

Their voices, and the record preserved here, ensure that they are silenced no more.
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THE REPORT'S CONTRIBUTION

The report advances the factual and legal understanding of these crimes in the following
ways:

It constructs a dedicated evidentiary record of the crimes, with both historical and legal
significance, preserving and systematically archiving survivor and witness testimonies,
photographs, videos, and contemporaneous materials documenting sexual and gender-
based crimes committed during the attacks and in captivity.

It provides the first systematic, case-based record of these crimes. Over more than 160
pages of testimony-driven analysis, archived materials, and other primary evidentiary
sources, the report's factual chapter details individual cases and evidentiary records across
multiple geographic locations, tracing sexual and gender-based violence during the assault
itself and throughout the phases of abduction, transfer, and captivity.

It identifies recurring patterns of sexual violence across sites and phases of the attacks.
By examining recurring themes and modes of operation, the report demonstrates that these
crimes followed identifiable patterns and methods, rather than constituting isolated acts
of brutality.

It demonstrates how sexual and gender-based violence functioned as an organized
component of the attacks and reveals the operational logic of the violence. The repetition
and organization of these acts reveal how sexual and gender-based violence functioned
as a deliberate component of the attacks, deployed to terrorize victims, families, and
communities.

It expands the factual scope of inquiry beyond the attack itself. The report traces sexual
violence across the full continuum of the crimes—from the attacks of October 7th, through
abduction and prolonged captivity, to the deliberate filming and digital dissemination of
abuse as a means of amplifying terror.

It translates the evidentiary record into a prosecution-oriented legal framework, analyzing
how the documented conduct constitutes war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocidal
acts, torture, and terrorism-linked sexual and gender-based violence, and outlines concrete
pathways for investigation and prosecution.

By integrating a comprehensive factual foundation with rigorous legal analysis, the
report establishes a structured historical evidentiary record and lays the groundwork for
accountability.



KEY FINDINGS

In consultation with a panel of experts and leading international scholars, the following are the

main factual and legal conclusions of the report:

Hamas and its collaborators used sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) deliberately
and systematically as an inherent part of a wider strategy of the attack, primarily targeting
women and hostages, while minors were also subjected to grave forms of such violence
and abuse. Evidence gathered and corroborated by the Civil Commission demonstrates
the patterned, multisite, and organized use of SGBVY, including sexual torture, committed
during the October 7th attacks and against hostages thereafter. SGBV acts were repeatedly
and similarly committed in private homes, in public spaces, at the Nova Music Festival
grounds and adjacent areas, on roadsides, military bases, and in some cases in front of
family members, amplifying the terror and suffering of the victims.

Hamas and its collaborators used sexual torture to maximize pain and suffering. Victims
endured brutal acts, including burning, mutilation, rape, restraining, forced insertion of
objects into the genitalia, shootings to the faces and genital area, killings and abuses in
front of family members, and executions. Many victims were found handcuffed, bound, or
otherwise physically restrained. Extreme forms of SGBV continued against hostages in
captivity for prolonged periods, inflicted on both women and men. Those who survived, and
those who witnessed these crimes, suffer severe and enduring physical and psychological
injuries. This kind of sexualized torture leaves a distinct and lasting imprint on society,
producing a form of terror that extends far beyond the immediate victims and long after
the killings themselves.

Hamas and its collaborators inflicted SGBV in multiple locations, employing recurring
patterns of abuse. The Civil Commission identified at least thirteen patterns of abuse
across multiple sites, including: 1) Rape, gang rape, and other forms of sexual assaults;
2) Sexual torture’, including intentional burning and mutilation; 3) Deliberate shootings
to the head, face and genital area; 4) Killings and executions following or committed in
conjunction with SGBV; 5) Postmortem sexual abuse, humiliation, and desecration of bodies;
6) Forced nudity and exposure; 7) Handcuffing, binding, and restraint of victims; 8) Public
displaying and parading of women and children; 9) Abduction of mothers and children; 10)
SGBV inflicted in the presence or near vicinity of family members; 11) Filming and digital
dissemination of SGBV, including use of social media to document, glorify, and amplify
the atrocities; 12) Threats of forced marriage; 13) Rape and other forms of sexual violence
against boys and men.”

*

The Civil Commission uses the term sexual torture here to denote conduct characterized by extreme physical or
mental pain for the victim and the intentional infliction of severe suffering through sexualized violence.
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Hamas and its collaborators systematically staged, produced, and disseminated videos
of hostages during captivity. The digital abuse of hostages continued for many months
after October 7th. Videos and images filmed by Hamas during captivity, show hostages
being tormented, abused, taunted, or humiliated on camera.

The public display and dissemination of the crimes turned visibility itself into a weapon,
prolonging and compounding harm inflicted on victims and their families beyond
October 7th. This digital documentation and dissemination extended the impact of the
attacks, has undermined survivors’ rehabilitation, and has exacerbated emotional distress
and trauma far beyond the initial acts of brutality. Documented patterns of conduct include:

Recording, live streaming, and posting of the atrocities, including SGBV.
Glorification and celebration of the crimes online, amplifying the suffering and spreading
further terror.

Recording and sending images and videos directly to families, social media, and
community channels to intimidate, humiliate, and terrorize families and society as a
whole.

Recirculating and broadcasting materials depicting victims, causing ongoing trauma to
survivors and family members and impeding recovery.

“The men pulled a woman from the

her after her death.”

Raz Cohen, Nova Survivor

vehicle... forcibly removed her clothing,
and raped her... They repeatedly stabbed
her, killing her... they continued to rape
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LEGAL GONGLUSIONS

The Civil Commission’s legal analysis of the evidence leads to the following conclusions
regarding the crimes committed during the October 7th attack and in captivity:

The Commission concludes that Hamas and affiliated actors have engaged in genocidal
acts, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and SGBV amounting to torture. The
documented conduct includes acts inflicting severe bodily and mental harm and destruction
directed against civilians, families and entire communities, alongside rape and other forms
of sexual and gender-based violence; torture; persecution; sexual slavery and enslavement;
and other inhumane acts as crimes against humanity; as well as war crimes including rape,
sexual mutilation, forced nudity, sexual slavery, outrages upon personal dignity, and acts
amounting to torture.

The sexual and gender-based violence was widespread and systematic and formed
an integral component of the attacks and the subsequent treatment of hostages. The
evidence further demonstrates that the attacks formed part of a widespread and systematic
attack directed against a civilian population. The scale of the violence, the coordinated
assault across numerous civilian communities and locations, and the recurring patterns
of killings, sexual violence, hostage-taking, and other abuses demonstrate an organized
campaign carried out with advance planning and operational coordination.

Sexual and gender-based violence was systematically and deliberately deployed as
a tactic of terror. The Commission finds that sexual violence was used to intimidate,
punish, coerce, and subjugate victims, hostages, families, and communities. Such conduct
constitutes sexual and gender-based violence linked to terrorism and must be addressed
under applicable counterterrorism frameworks.

Individuals responsible for these crimes must be investigated and prosecuted. International
criminal law provides a clear legal basis for individual criminal responsibility. Perpetrators
and those responsible for planning, ordering, facilitating, or otherwise contributing to the
crimes may incur liability under established modes of liability, including co-perpetration,
indirect perpetration, ordering, aiding and abetting, and contribution to crimes committed
pursuant to a common criminal purpose.
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The prosecution of the sexual and gender-based crimes committed on October 7th and
during captivity is an urgent priority. The Commission recommends the establishment of a
dedicated prosecutorial mechanism incorporating gender-competent standards, survivor-
centered approaches, and trauma-informed procedures.

Accountability must be pursued through domestic and international mechanisms.
The Commission supports the urgent pursuit of accountability through domestic Israeli
proceedings. Additionally, prosecutions should be carried out, as appropriate, in other
jurisdictions, including prosecutions against identified perpetrators, entities, and facilitators
operating from different countries and across jurisdictions, within counterterrorism
frameworks, and through coordinated sanctions designations.

Effective accountability for the sexual and gender-based crimes committed on
October 7th and in captivity will require robust international cooperation. Drawing on
mechanisms and standards that have been successfully employed in the prosecution of
SGBC in other contexts, the report highlights several frameworks, including cooperation
with the United Nations Office of the Special Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict;
specialized training programs on sexual and gender based-crimes for judges, prosecutors
and investigators; and collaboration with civil society organizations.

The Commission further recommends that Israel adopt a comprehensive gender strategy
within its prosecutorial framework and establish a specialized chamber or panel of
judges dedicated to the prosecution of sexual and gender-based crimes committed on
October 7th and during captivity. This mechanism should apply survivor-centered and
trauma-informed approaches consistent with international norms and jurisprudence,
drawing on knowledge and experience developed over decades of case law addressing
conflict-related sexual violence.



RECOMMENDATIONS

JOINT RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL
AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

Investigate and prosecute the sexual and gender-based crimes (SGBC) committed on
October 7th and in captivity, including within domestic counterterrorism frameworks.

Ensure that investigations and prosecutions are conducted by specialized professionals
with expertise in SGBC, guaranteeing survivor participation, where appropriate, throughout
investigative and prosecutorial processes.

Impose targeted sanctions against individuals and entities responsible for carrying out,
or materially supporting, the October 7th attack and its aftermath. Sanctions should
include asset freezes, travel bans, and financial restrictions, and should not only restrict
the capacity of perpetrators to continue their activities but also prioritize the repurposing
of assets to directly benefit victims and survivors, as well as their families and communities.

Initiate international cooperation processes to ensure accountability through, inter alia,
evidence sharing, mutual legal assistance, and survivors' support.

Ensure formal institutional recognition of the findings of this report as part of the historical
record, to honor victims, advance justice and accountability, and strengthen collective
efforts against denial and erasure.

Provide reparations and support to survivors and their families, including psychosocial
care, legal aid, and community recovery programs.

Take active measures to counter denial, minimization, or politicization of the SGBC
committed during the October 7th attack and in captivity.

Ensure accountability for the deliberate abuse of digital platforms and social media to
record, disseminate, and amplify the atrocities committed during the October 7th attack
and against hostages and their families, alongside strengthened oversight and regulation
of harmful content.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL

Establish a judicial mechanism with a specialized chamber or panel of judges on SGBC,
to ensure the expertise required for the effective prosecution of these crimes.

Building on the prosecution’s existing efforts and expertise, establish a specialized
prosecutorial unit exclusively dedicated to SGBC, with staff and resources allocated solely
for investigating and prosecuting these crimes, guided by a comprehensive gender strategy.

Provide specialized training and capacity-building exchanges on SGBC to all judicial,
investigative, and prosecutorial units.

Develop and enforce guidelines and ethical principles for judges, investigators and
prosecutors to prevent re-traumatization of survivors and witnesses, and to ensure
implementation of trauma-informed protective measures.

“It’s these little things that break you. When
you have no control over your body and no
control over how to take care of your body.”

Agam Goldstein-Almog (17), Former Hostage
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materials and original filmed testimonies, and by making its methodology transparent, this
report narrows the space for doubt. In doing so, it shifts the discourse from whether these
crimes occurred to what they mean and what accountability requires. Drawing on feminist
methodological insights that interrogate whose knowledge is counted, how epistemic authority
is constructed in international law, and how gender shapes what is seen, recorded, and believed,
the report’s evidentiary corpus is designed to serve as a durable point of reference for legal,
policy, and historical processes, resisting distortion, denial, and erasure.®

While this report centers on victims and communities in Israel and their experiences, it is
grounded in a broader recognition that sexual and gender-based violence transcends borders
and contexts. Women across the Middle East and worldwide continue to endure, resist, and
challenge systems of violence and inequality, often at great personal risk. Their struggles,
whether in times of conflict or in pursuit of social and political transformation, form part
of a shared and ongoing effort to secure safety, dignity, and agency. This report affirms a
universal principle: that violence against women, in all its forms and wherever it occurs, must be
unequivocally condemned and addressed. It calls for sustained and decisive action to protect
vulnerable populations and to uphold their safety and dignity - recognizing that sexual violence,
whether inflicted against women, men, or children, is a grave violation that must never be
normalized and must be met with meaningful accountability.

The report is structured in two parts. Part | sets out the Commission’s factual findings, drawing
on its documentation and analysis to establish a clear and rigorous evidentiary record. Part Il
situates these findings within international humanitarian law and international criminal law,
identifies potential avenues for prosecution, and outlines applicable modes of liability. It then
confronts a central question: how justice should be pursued for the SGBC committed on
October 7th. The report demonstrates the necessity of robust international cooperation and sets
out practical models for coordinated action that can meet international legal standards while
accounting for domestic legal constraints, particularly in light of the gendered nature of these
crimes and the multinational character of the victims. The report concludes by recommending
the establishment of a specialized prosecutorial chamber on SGBV and proposing a broader
framework for accountability through an internationalized prosecution process.

Finally, this report is dedicated to the victims and survivors of the October 7th atrocities. It is
written in the voices of those who bore witness, and in the silence of those who lost their lives.
Their testimonies and their absence are a call to the world to confront the deliberate, systematic
crimes committed against them.

To honor their dignity is to ensure that their pain is neither denied nor forgotten, and that
accountability is pursued without compromise.

52 Cochav Elkayam-Levy, A Path to Transformation: Asking “The Woman Question” in International Law, 42 Mich. J.
Int’l L. 429, 431-33 (2021) (examining how gender shapes international law, the article argues that interrogating
epistemic authority and centering on marginalized perspectives reshapes how international legal knowledge is
constituted and legitimized. “The discussion of feminist methods in international law is one that engages with the
combination of rules and assumptions that shape and delimit our views about the exclusion of women’s experiences
from this doctrine.. .. Our ever-situated wisdom is what allows us to capture the diverse, intersectional experiences
of women’s lives. It is also essential in a system predicated on an epistemic angle of vision defined by the ability to
promise respect for global values and varied narratives.’).




Photo by Ziv Koren | Sha’ar HaNegev Junction, October 7, 2023
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testimonies were also conducted with representatives from the impacted communities.®*
The meetings, interviews and filmed testimonies were held between December 2023 and
February 2026, and were conducted primarily in Hebrew, the native language of most of the
interviewees. Informed consent was secured prior to the commencement of the interviews.®®
The Commission’s efforts to interview and document the experiences of survivors, witnesses,
families, and other relevant individuals remain ongoing. The Commission has received permission
from all the victims, survivors, witnesses, and families whose names are explicitly mentioned in
this report, unless the information is drawn solely from public sources.%®

To ensure factual accuracy, the Commission established methodical fact-checking protocols,
including measures to avoid errors and misinformation. First, whenever possible, our fact-
finding process relied on the perpetrators’ own extensive video documentation and body
camera footage, whether live streamed during the attack, posted online and on social media
by Hamas and its collaborators soon after, or found on cameras recovered at the scenes.®”
Priority was also given to other primary sources, including footage taken at the sites of the
attack, surveillance camera footage, and live text messaging and audio recordings.®® Second,
we supported, expanded, and cross-referenced primary sources with testimonies and interviews
with survivors and witnesses who reported their lived experiences to the Civil Commission.®®
Lastly, we used references from interviews and investigative reports published in the media
to complement our findings, with all such materials archived and indexed by the Commission.
The Commission also carried out an extensive open-source investigation into reports of SGBV
committed during the attacks and against hostages in captivity. This investigation involved
reviewing and indexing public reports and media sources, including news articles, media
interviews, investigative reports, documentaries, podcasts, recorded public testimonies,
interviews, official documents, and parliamentary hearings.”® This report does not rely on any
information obtained through state interrogations. In all cases, factual determinations relied
on multiple independent sources that were compared and cross-referenced for verification.

The possession of these materials allowed us to undertake a comprehensive analysis of a
substantial volume of materials documenting occurrences of SGBV committed during the
attacks, during abduction and in captivity.

The content of digital materials, including photographs, videos, and audio files, was scrutinized
and analyzed against verified events and factual sequences, information obtained from
survivors’ testimonies and interviews, and other sources, as outlined above. The digital visuals

21,2024, Sept. 14, 2025, during Oct. 2025) and Schneider Children’s Medical Center senior staff (Apr. 16, 2024).
64 Including the community representatives of Kfar Aza, Be'eri, Nir Oz, and Holit.
65 Signed consent forms are filed with the Civil Commission.
66 Records are archived with the Civil Commission.
67 Video footage and still images are archived with the Civil Commission.
68 The materials are archived with the Civil Commission.

69 Meetings and interviews with survivors and community members from Kfar Aza, Be'eri, Nir Oz, Netiv Ha'asara, Holit,
Nirim, and Re’'im (Mar. 2024 — Dec. 2025), meeting notes are archived with the Civil Commission.

70  The full index and materials from the open-source investigation of the sexual violence are archived with the Civil
Commission, and the process remains ongoing.
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BACKGROUND AND GONTEXT

This section provides contextual background on the Israeli region known as the “Gaza
Periphery” (or “Gaza Envelope”), where many of the October 7th attacks took place. Drawing
on the Civil Commission’s investigation, it outlines the setting in which the events unfolded and
the vulnerabilities of the communities targeted.

THE REGION IN ISRAEL KNOWN AS THE “GAZA PERIPHERY™ OR “GAZA ENVELOPE”

The Gaza Periphery refers to the populated Israeli communities in Israel that lie within very short
range of the Gaza Strip. The area is made up of dozens of small towns, kibbutzim and moshavim
(communal and cooperative Israeli agricultural communities), such as Be'eri, Re'im, Nir Oz, Nahal
Oz, and Kfar Aza, as well as a few larger towns, like Sderot, Ofakim and Ashkelon. The area
is also open and rural, with wide tracts of undeveloped hard, sandy fields, planted trees, and
scrubland surrounding the communities. Those open spaces, near Re’im, for instance, are used
for the annual wildflower festival as well as music and art events.

The area is home to a unigue mix of residents: long-standing kibbutz and moshav communities,
young families and farmers, townspeople who commute to regional centers, and vocal and
active communities of “peace activists.” As shared with the Civil Commission by survivors and
community representatives during site visits, prior to October 7th, many individuals from the
region had been actively engaged in bridging the gaps between Palestinians and Israelis by
opening lines of communication across to the Gaza Strip and assisting Gazans with obtaining
modern medical treatment and employment in Israel.

A defining everyday feature of life in the Gaza Periphery has been repeated exposure to
rocket and mortar fire from militants within the Gaza Strip. Many border communities have
only seconds to reach protected rooms or bomb shelters when the early-warning siren (the Red
Alert / Tzeva Adom) sounds. That reality has shaped how people in the communities live, work,
teach children, and operate local services. The mix of rural serenity with proximity to the Gaza
barrier is part of the region’s character. A resident of Kibbutz Be’eri who lost his sister and 101
of his neighbors in the October 7th attacks described his home as “90% paradise, 10% hell.”®
Others shared with the Commission a sense of betrayal by neighboring Gazan communities with
whom they had maintained close relationships.

81 Statement of Dani Majzner (Sept. 16, 2025), provided during site visit to Kibbutz Be'eri. Notes from the site visit
archived with Civil Commission.
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Photo by Ziv Koren | Nova, October 10, 2023 :

The preexisting doctrinal environment and operational materials demonstrate how Hamas
and its collaborators were operating within a framework in which civilians, including women,
children, and the elderly, were treated as legitimate targets. They functioned as a tool of terror,
humiliation, and control, reinforcing the broader objectives of the attack and reflecting the
“sixth dimension” identified by the CTED report on SGBV linked to terror, whereby such acts are
committed pursuant to, or in furtherance of, an ideology that seeks to control and subjugate
individuals and communities.™ In this context, the use of SGBV on October 7th appears
consistent with established patterns in modern terrorism, serving as a deliberate tool of terror,
humiliation, and control.

113 SGBV has recently been widely recognized as a tactic employed by terrorist groups to achieve strategic
objectives, consolidate power, and terrorize civilian populations. See CTED Report on Accountability for SGBV
Linked to Terrorism (Nov. 2023), supra note 42, p. 9 (“Terrorist groups have adopted SGBV as part of a strategy for
radicalization, recruitment, and retention of its members...").




CROSS-BORDER IMPAGT: FOREIGN

NATIONALITIES OF OGTOBER 7TH VICTIMS

The October 7th Hamas attack targeted civilians from 52 countries.
A total of 369 persons holding foreign or dual Israeli-foreign
citizenship were murdered, including those killed in captivity.

An additional 106 foreign or dual citizens were taken hostage and
later released or rescued alive. Of the 475 total victims, 134 held a

single foreign citizenship and 18 held three citizenships.

The remaining 323 victims were dual citizens holding both Israeli

and foreign nationalities.
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* Figures include only victims holding foreign citizenship and represent a
subset of those murdered and taken hostage on October 7th

Data: IL Police, Intelligence and Investigations Dept, Dvir Eliav | The
Hostage and Missing Families Forum | In addition, data regarding foreign
and dual-national victims of the October 7th attacks was compiled from
official government statements, global ministries of foreign affairs,
and international diplomatic missions. Supplementary verification
was provided by independent parliamentary commissions and major
international news agencies.

Disclaimer: All data is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time
of publication
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* Numbers refer to victims of events occurring between October 7 and 9, 2023, including individuals who were injured during the attacks
and subsequently died. The majority of the victims were murdered within a few hours of the attack.

**  An additional 22 individuals (including 3 women and one girl) were killed outside the Gaza Envelope; their locations are therefore not
reflected on this map.

OCTOBER 7TH HAMAS MASSACRE

IN THE GAZA ENVELOPE

TOTAL TOTAL
1.203 251
FATALITIES HOSTAGES
TOTAL

1118

(815 CIVILIANS) KILLED

85 (69 CIVILIANS) TAKEN
HOSTAGE AND KILLED OR KILLED
AND TAKEN HOSTAGE

ADDITIONAL

166

(157 CIVILIANS) TAKEN HOSTAGE
AND RETURNED ALIVE

Click to open the interactive map:

zoom in on locations to learn more about the victims
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CONFLIGT-RELATED SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED
VIOLENGE ON OCTOBER 7TH AND ITS AFTERMATH

During the October 7th attacks and in its aftermath in Hamas captivity in Gaza, women,
girls, men, and children were subjected to acts of SGBV in numerous documented incidents,
alongside killings, abductions, torture, burning, and other grave violations of international
law. For many victims, these crimes ended in death; for others, they marked the beginning of
prolonged captivity, physical torture, and psychological trauma. For survivors and families, the
conseqguences of the attack remain ongoing. Affected communities similarly continue to bear
the lasting physical, psychological, and social consequences of these crimes.

This factual section provides a comprehensive assessment based on more than two years
of ongoing investigation and collection of testimonies concerning the conflict-related SGBV
committed on October 7th and afterwards in captivity. It draws on a consolidated evidentiary
record compiled by the Commission, encompassing testimonies from survivors, returning
hostages, eyewitnesses, first responders, family members, medical professionals, and
other experts and individuals involved in the response to the attack or its aftermath. It also
encompasses medical and forensic assessments, visual and digital materials, open-source
investigation, and corroborating documentary sources."

It is important to underscore that the Commission continues to receive new information and
testimonies on an ongoing basis, including testimonies from individuals returning from captivity
and others who are only now starting to recount what they experienced or witnessed. In keeping
with its mandate, the Commission remains obligated to continue collecting, verifying, and
preserving this material within its archive for historical, legal, and accountability purposes.

Against this backdrop, this section examines the modus operandi of Hamas and its collaborators
on October 7th with respect to the perpetration of SGBV.

Section | presents the Commission’s findings based on the geographic distribution of
documented cases, setting out individual testimonies and accounts site by site. It documents
how the SGBV manifested across distinct attack sites—including in civilian communities, public
spaces, transit routes, military bases, post-attack identification sites, during abduction, and in
captivity, situating each account within its specific factual and situational context. The section
also presents relevant visual and digital materials identified in connection with these sites,
together with associated medical and forensic assessments indicating SGBV.

114 See Methodology section for a detailed account of the Commission’s evidentiary framework, source evaluation,
trauma-informed practices, and investigative methodology.



Section Il then examines recurring patterns and themes emerging from the factual record.
It assesses whether the documented acts of SGBV reflect practices employed as part of a
broader strategic operation. In doing so, this subsection identifies distinct and recurring patterns
of operation. This thematic analysis highlights the use of SGBV as a weapon of war and terror
and identifies thirteen consistent and repetitive patterns. Considered together with the distinct
timing and circumstances of the attack, and with testimonies of hostages held in different
locations and at different times, these findings indicate that the SGBV perpetrated on October
7th and in captivity exploited sexualized terror and torture to maximize pain and suffering.

Sensitive materials, testimonies, and information are securely archived with the Civil
Commission. Information provided to the Civil Commission on a confidential basis has been
withheld in order to safeguard the privacy, dignity, and security of victims, survivors, returned
hostages, witnesses, and their families.

Consistent with a survivor-centered and trauma-informed approach, certain findings are
presented in generalized terms and identifying details have been removed where necessary. The
Commission remains committed to balancing transparency with the ethical obligation to protect
those who entrusted it with their accounts. In light of the sensitivity of the subject matter, and to
prevent the identification of victims, particularly in circumstances where families of murdered
victims are not aware of the SGBC committed against their loved ones, certain information has
been omitted from the location-specific analysis and is presented only in the thematic section.

“Many times these beautiful young women were
shot in the eye, disfiguring their faces. . .

And, you know, they didn’t die from that because
they were killed with a bullet to the heart.”

Sharon Laufer, Shura Morgue - prepared the bodies for burial
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me to such an extent that blood came out of my eye.”™°®

6. He continued: “We went through abuse of every kind. They spat in our faces, humiliated
us, said things about Jews. At one point, | was alone with my head on the ground. At first, |
resisted, until | was hit in the head so hard that | felt | lost myself, and the more | resisted, the
harder they beat me. They injured my genitalia.. .. | was beaten with a belt, they also laughed
at me. One of them took out a knife and started laughing about different things. | told him | was
sorry and begged him to leave me alone. | don’t know what they took before they did this, they
were like animals. In the final stage, | felt like they just left me there. There were several of them,
and they genuinely enjoyed it. They laughed, they were really pleased, as if | was their sex doll.
It felt like all boundaries were broken. ... There were no boundaries. | was completely naked.
They did whatever they wanted to me. You feel dirty all the time. Today, | shower a thousand
times a day, and | still feel disgust and filth. | never returned to myself physically. . .”'®°

7. Describing how he survived, he stated: “At some point, police officers came and they were
making rounds and searches, they managed to pass the barrier and told us to get into a vehicle
so they could rescue us. | was in such a state that | didn’t want to get in. | didn’t understand
what was happening. Then | pulled myself together and got into the vehicle, because they told
me that either | get in or | stay there. | returned home. | did not want to be taken to the hospital.
| felt a complete lack of trust in human beings. | did not want to talk to anyone about what |
had been through. Even speaking about it brings up a deep sense of disgust. | just wanted to
rest.” Describing his life since the attack, he testified: “Since then, every time | go out, | have
this fear that things will fall on me. | am afraid people will attack me, | am afraid that suddenly
| will be naked in the street. | constantly check whether | locked the door and don’t remember
if I did. | live with very severe anxiety. | have nights without sleep. | can fall asleep and wake
up from nightmares. | feel like a ninety-year-old person, everything is difficult. | shower all the
time, especially at night, because | wake up drenched in sweat. | feel that in my sleep | begin to
confront and process everything | suppressed. | have moments when | freeze, and then | return
to the situation | went through.”™®!

"[ saw them raping her. While they were
raping her, we heard her screaming. Then they
murdered her. And then they raped her again,
even after she was no longer moving. I saw
them raping her...."

Raz Cohen, Nova Survivor

129 Testimony of D., provided to the Civil Commission.
130 Testimony of D., provided to the Civil Commission.

131 Testimony of D., provided to the Civil Commission.
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20. Inthe video materials filmed by the witness and archived with the Civil Commission, the
victim is seen lying on her back, without underwear, with her dress torn, her legs spread, and
her genital area exposed. Her face and upper body show visible signs of burning. Three forensic
pathologists who reviewed the materials together with the Civil Commission confirmed that it
depicts a female body, genital area exposed without underwear, with open wounds on the right
thigh, and that the body had been exposed to fire. 193

21. Acivilian witness and father of three, testified about the condition of bodies he personally
observed while driving to the Nova Music Festival area in an urgent attempt to rescue his sister,
who had contacted him from a public concrete shelter at the site. The witness described seeing
multiple injured bodies with signs of extreme violence at and around the Nova Music Festival
area, including the killing and mutilation of civilians, burned bodies, female bodies found naked
or partially naked, dismembered bodies, including at least one woman whose body was severed,
and killings involving the use of heavy tools such as hoes and shovels.™* In the early morning
hours, knowing that his sister was at the festival area, the witness opened Telegram and saw
footage of the attack: “I'm walking around the house going crazy, my sister isn’t answering me.
Where could she be?” ... Then she answers me, whispering. She says to me, ‘Listen, ... come
here fast. There are dead people, there are wounded. Come here. ... Please come, save me.” And
then, boom, the call disconnects.” During the drive, the witness described encountering post
attack sites. He stated: “As | get closer to her location, | saw people in the shelters, outside the
shelters, people lying on the ground, inside the cars, women, men ... Everyone you see is dead.
... They dragged people out of cars ... They abused the bodies at the most extreme levels....
You know what a construction hoe is? They cut people with hoes, tools are in their bodies ... We
drive maybe another 50 meters. There are trees on both sides. Everything is burned. Bodies are
thrown along the side of the road. A lot of equipment, so much equipment.”’®®

22. The witness then testified to seeing female victims found naked or partially naked along
the road and near the vehicles: “Girls without clothes, dead bodies. ... Yes, naked. Without
clothes, or only with a shirt. At that moment, you don’t think about it.” In one specific scene, he
described the body of a woman whose body had been severed: “We drive another minute or
two. Again, it’s hard to drive between the burned cars. You're very focused on the sides. You see
so many things. So much death. | have this image of a woman. Her legs are inside the car. The
driver’s door was open. Her legs were on the seat. Her body was on the ground. She was without
clothes, completely without clothes, missing an arm, shot ... in the head.” '*¢ As he continued

Civil Commission. Videos captured by Eden Wessely, archived with the Civil Commission.

153 Videos captured by Eden Wessely, archived with the Civil Commission. The Commission has confirmed the identity
of the victim. Incident first reported in Jeffrey Gettleman et al.: New York Times Investigation of SGBV on Oct 7th
(2023), supra note 11. This case has also been reported by other fact-finding reports, including the UN Commission of
Inquiry, which similarly concluded, based on evaluations by forensic pathologists, that the female victim “had burns
covering at least 45 percent of her total body surface, along with a fourth degree burn on the left side of her head.
The report assessed that the burns were most likely due to a fire ignited by the perpetrators using an accelerant.
See UN COI Oct. 7th Findings (2024), UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, supra note 18, §143. See also UK Parliament APPG
Report on Oct 7th (2025), supra note 4, p. 233; Liza Rozkovsky: Haaretz Investigation of SGBV on Oct 7th (2024),
supra note 11 (reporting on the case).

154 Testimony of Amit Ezra, (June 10, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the
Civil Commission.

155 Testimony of Amit Ezra, (June 10, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the
Civil Commission.

156 Testimony of Amit Ezra (June 10, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the
Civil Commission.
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35. One first responder provided testimony to the Civil Commission describing multiple
cases of burned and executed civilians found along Route 232 and in the vicinity of the
Nova Music Festival site, including female victims whose bodies bore indications of restraint,
nudity, and severe injury to intimate areas.'®? He said that while traveling along Route 232, he
passed approximately sixteen burned bodies scattered outside public shelters where young
festivalgoers had attempted to find refuge. He also reported seeing burned and charred bodies
inside vehicles. Describing the condition of the body of one victim in particular, he stated: “She
had two marks of binding on both hands. Completely naked, and | say completely naked because
even when clothing is burned and it's on a person, you still see the clothing’s marks; here
there were no clothing marks. The entire groin area was completely damaged.”’®® The witness
further described finding the bodies of two young women outside a vehicle in the hilly areas
surrounding Route 232 and the Nova Festival site. According to his testimony, their clothing
had been pulled down and their bodies showed extensive gunshot wounds: “They were riddled
with bullets. And it looks like something happened to them, again the same thing—clothing in
the same pattern, some of their clothes pulled down.”'84

36. Another first responder provided testimony to the Civil Commission describing extreme
forms of violence along Route 232 and in the vicinity of the Nova Music Festival site, including
decapitated bodies, male victims bearing signs of mutilation, and the discovery of naked
women’s bodies with indications consistent with SGBV.'®® The witness stated that along Route
232, he saw: “some without heads ... blood, cars... bodies. So many.... You see everything.
Everything you'd never imagine seeing, you see it there. Things you'd say could never happen
in this world, happened there. You see . .. girls with no clothes at all.”'® The witness further
described discovering the bodies of naked women, explaining: “You see the body, how she
was positioned, you see...you see everything. ... you understand that someone fought there,
someone ... someone tried to live. Someone wanted to live, wanted to keep living despite
everything that happened, but that’'s what you see.”"®”

37. Another first responder testified that he observed the body of a man with severed male
genitalia in his mouth.'88

38. Additionally, a family member of a victim of the Nova Music Festival attack recently
shared publicly the experiences of families who chose to witness the bodies of their loved
ones. She described the condition of her sister’s body, explaining that her sister had been shot
in the face: “It devastates us. What occurred there was a massacre. It ought to be explained to
those ministers, Knesset members, decision makers - hundreds of families whose loved ones
were murdered on October 7th were advised not to identify the bodies because the sights were
difficult, and we were asked to remember them as they were before, beautiful young people.

182 Testimony of Itzik Itach (Sep. 4, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the Civil
Commission.

183 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.
184 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

185 Testimony of Samuel Barzilai (Aug. 27, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with
the Civil Commission.

186 Id.; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.
187 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

188 Testimony of Chaim Otmazgin (Feb. 21, 2024), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with
the Civil Commission, also documented in writing on February 23, 2026.
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focused injury to the inner aspect of the upper thigh, and damaged trousers with multiple tears.
Injuries consistent with additional gunshot wounds were identified in the left arm and lower
abdomen, with visible bleeding in the groin region.

44, Another archived image shows the bottom half of a female body with bleeding in the
groin area.’®® Three forensic pathologists who reviewed the materials together with the Civil
Commission concluded that the image depicts a female victim wearing a dress, with blood
concentrated around the groin and pelvic region.

45. Another archived image shows the body of a female victim lying face down on the ground,
with visible trauma in the groin area. Three forensic pathologists who reviewed the materials
together with the Civil Commission concluded that the image depicts a female victim with
bleeding originating from an injury to the front inner aspect of the thigh, near the groin area.
The experts noted damage to the victim’s skirt and assessed, based on the direction of the
blood flow, that the bleeding came from the front inner thigh.'°®

46. Another archived image from the Nova site was reviewed by the Commission and
evaluated by three forensic pathologists, who concluded that it shows a female victim with a
gunshot wound to the head and an open wound to the neck.®’

47. An additional archived image was reviewed by the Commission and evaluated by three
forensic pathologists, who concluded that it depicts a female body with a gunshot wound to
the head and hands zip-tied behind her back, consistent with an execution injury.'%®

48. Another image was reviewed by the Commission and evaluated by three forensic
pathologists, who concluded it shows a female body with a torn shirt, an exposed breast,
disrupted tissue in the upper body, and injuries to the upper arm, groin area, and upper thigh.!®®

49. Another image was reviewed by the Commission and evaluated by three forensic
pathologists, who concluded it shows a severely burned female body with rope tied around
her wrists and her arms bent upward, a position consistent with exposure to extremely high
temperatures.?®

50. Another archived image was reviewed by the Commission and evaluated by three forensic
pathologists, who concluded it shows the body of a female victim with a focused injury to the
lower abdomen with associated bleeding.?”

51. Other visual documentation collected and reviewed by the Commission, comprising of
multiple images and videos from the Nova Music Festival site, Route 232, and the surrounding
areas, also reveals scenes of extreme violence as described by the witnesses. The materials
depict burned bodies, vehicles set on fire, and victims with gunshot wounds concentrated in the
face and genital areas. Numerous bodies appear to have been executed, mutilated, or subjected
to other forms of abuse, including SGBV.

195 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.
196 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.
197 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.
198 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.
199 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.
200 Image archived with the Civil Commission. The Commission has confirmed the identity of the victim.

201 Image archived with the Civil Commission.



52. The Commission notes that the dynamics of sexual violence at the Nova site are evident
throughout the testimonies and visual materials reviewed: women were targeted in ways
that were both gender-specific and exceptionally brutal, including extreme sexual violence,
mutilation, and disfigurement, indicating that they were attacked because they were women
and that SGBV was an integral component of the attacks. The documentation further indicates
that male victims were also subjected to sexual violence and mutilation, including through acts
of undressing and targeting of the genitalia that carried clear sexualized and emasculating
dimensions, apparently to humiliate and punish victims.

53. Finally, while the information presently available clearly establishes grave cases of sexual
violence, it almost certainly reflects only a partial account of the harm inflicted on festivalgoers.
In numerous cases, victims’ bodies were completely burned or destroyed; in others, the full
circumstances of the crimes remain unknown due to the killing of victims or the conditions
of the attacks.??? Further information may emerge over time, as additional information comes
to light or as survivors and first responders find the trust, and the language, necessary to
share their experiences. This underscores the scale of the violence and the extreme cruelty
and torture inflicted on victims in this area, as well as the enduring obligation to continue the
investigations and documentation efforts.

“If someone wants to know
what hell looks like, I can
tell him.”

Eran Masas, First Responder

202 Based on the Civil Commission’s investigations and credible sources interviewed, it is estimated that a few individuals
survived the Nova Music Festival attacks after experiencing SGBV. To date, only one survivor has provided an
anonymized public testimony. Classified information provided by the victim’s attorney, Adv. Gilad Ginzburg, is
archived with the Civil Commission (received on Oct 20, 2025); Others have shared elements of their experiences
of sexual violence in medical or therapeutic settings, including with trauma specialists and emergency responders,
under strict confidentiality. See e.g., Liza Rozkovsky: Haaretz Investigation of SGBV on Oct 7th (2024), supra note
11 (“The picture that arises from the absolute majority of the testimonies is that the women who were raped at the
party were then murdered. However, there are a number of women who survived the rapes they underwent on
October 7th. Sources in SafeHeart related that one of them approached the nonprofit for help and was referred for
therapy elsewhere. The Welfare Ministry asserted that three women and one man who survived sexual assault in the
massacre had put out feelers to its treatment centers.”); Jeffrey Gettleman et al.: New York Times Investigation of
SGBV on Oct 7th (2023), supra note 11 (“There are at least three women and one man who were sexually assaulted
and survived, according to Gil Horev, a spokesman for Israel’s Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs. “None of them
has been willing to come physically for treatment,” he said. Two therapists said they were working with a woman
who was gang raped at the rave and was in no condition to talk to investigators or reporters”).
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Zeev Stein/Pikiwiki Israel | Nir Oz, Nov 22, 2023

B. KIBBUTZIM

54. The Hamas-led attack on October 7th was designed to infiltrate Israel and attack dozens
of kibbutzim as well as small villages, cities, and towns.?°® Bodies recovered from several of
these communities showed signs of severe and deliberate violence, including SGBV, sexual
torture, as well as burning, mutilation, binding, and execution, with patterns similar to those
observed in other locations. Unfortunately, there are no known survivors of SGBV from any

203 Seee.g., UN SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict Oct 7 Report UN Doc. S/2024/217 (2024), para. 5 (Describing the
October 7th attacks, the SRSG-SVC concluded that “at about 6:30 AM and under the cover of an unprecedented
barrage of rockets, a coordinated attack by Hamas joined by other armed groups, which reportedly included the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Popular Resistance Committees, other armed elements and armed and unarmed civilians,
breached the Gaza perimeter fence at multiple points, entered the Gaza periphery and attacked military and civilian
targets, including surrounding villages and towns, music festivals and adjacent roads. The complexity and modus
operandi of the attacks, which seem to have occurred over three cumulative waves, appear to demonstrate a
significant level of planning, coordination and detailed prior knowledge of the targets selected.”); UN Secretary-
General, Conflict-Related Sexual Violence (annual report to the Security Council) UN Doc. S/2025/389 (2025), 1
35 ("Both my Special Representative and the Commission of Inquiry found that the 7 October attacks were led and
coordinated by Hamas, joined by other Palestinian armed groups, including the military arms of Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, the Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, the Popular Resistance Committees and the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement, as well as
civilians from Gaza. My Special Representative concluded that the complexity and modus operandi of the attacks
demonstrated a significant level of planning, coordination and detailed prior knowledge of the targets selected (see
S$/2024/217)"); For extensive documentation of the attacks on the kibbutzim, see Elkayam-Levy, Gilad, and Rudyak,
The Civil Commission Kinocide Report: The Weaponization of Families on October 7th, supra note 6. See also Human
Rights Watch, Palestinian Armed Groups’ October 7 Assault on Israel (2024), supra note 1, pp. 43-57 (containing an

90 overview of the October 7th attacks, the abuses committed, and the planning that went into the attacks).









Three forensic pathologists who reviewed the materials together with the Civil Commission
concluded that the body is seen in a condition of decay and missing its head. Due to the
condition of the remains, the pathologists were unable to determine the victim’s sex.

59. Another series of photographs archived with the Commission, provided by first
responders, show the discovery of a burned body, uncovered from the rubble of a house in
Be'eri.2"® A piece of fabric is wrapped around the victim’s mouth and the back of the head.?'®
Three forensic pathologists who reviewed the images and videos from the site together with
the Civil Commission concluded that the materials depict a naked body that was gagged, with
a piece of fabric wrapped around the mouth and back of the head. The right upper limb was
mutilated, possibly due to contact with explosive material, and one hand is missing. The body
displayed multiple injuries consistent with gunshots or exposure to primary missiles. The experts
believe that the body was likely naked at the time of death. The sex of the victim could not be
determined from the available materials.?"”

60. Photographs of another victim from Be’eri show the lower body of a female victim who is
not wearing trousers. The left leg displays two large, sharp injuries and deep cuts, one on the
thigh and another below the knee.?”® Three forensic pathologists who reviewed the images and
videos from the site together with the Civil Commission found that the image depicts injuries
that are consistent with repeated sharp-force trauma.

61. Another photograph shows the body of a female victim displaying signs of severe violence.
The victim appears to have been repeatedly cut on the back, shoulders, neck, and left arm with
a sharp object, and her shirt is almost completely torn.?!"® Three forensic pathologists who
reviewed the materials from the site together with the Civil Commission found that the image
depicts a female body with multiple open wounds on the left upper middle back of the body,
consistent with stabbing or cutting injuries. The arm shows exposed fat tissue and bleeding,
suggesting that at least some of the injuries might have occurred while the victim was still alive.

62. One volunteer who entered Be’eri on October 9th described in a testimony to the Civil
Commission finding the body of a woman inside a home: “When we went inside, there was
a hospital bed and a body ... | understood that it was a woman ... In the room were knives,
scalpels, a hammer, an axe, screwdrivers, tools, tools from the household. All of those were
embedded in the body. The body was completely mutilated.”??°

Dickstein (Mar. 25 and May 21, 2024), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the Civil
Commission; Testimony of Chaim Otmazgin (Feb. 21, 2024), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript
archived with the Civil Commission.

215 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.

216 Id. See also Human Rights Watch, Palestinian Armed Groups’ October 7 Assault on Israel (2024), supra note 1, p. 83.
(“This [photo] series shows a naked, contorted body found in Be'eri with what appears to be a rope around the left
wrist, where the hand appears mutilated by some kind of penetrating or explosive injury. The mouth is gagged with
fabric tied around the head. The person has long black hair, but their gender is unclear. Dyksztejn said the person
had at least one gunshot wound. Human Rights Watch was unable to identify the body or the cause of death, but
an independent forensic pathologist who studied the images noted what appear to be at least two bullet wounds
in the upper right arm.”).

217 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.

218 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.

219 Materials archived with the Civil Commission.

220 Testimony of Simcha Greinman (Jul. 30, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with
the Civil Commission.
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on me, it won't go on me,” that | remember. They took us out in a line straight to the children’s
bathroom and shower next to the safe room, which they had broken in from. They take us out
in a line as we pass. . .pass over Nadav, he is lying quietly there on the floor. We didn’t stop, |
didn’'t go down to see what condition he was in; everything happened in seconds, everything
was screaming and pressure.”?36

70. She explained that the attackers noticed her eldest daughter’s military uniform hanging
in the house: “On the way to the shower, when the boys were already moving ahead, one of
the terrorists noticed Yam’s uniform shirt. He opened the green shirt like this. | remember him
lifting it up and shouting something at me. | remember his eyes, and he was shouting in Arabic
and | didn’t understand what he was asking. And in my opinion, Yam probably told me, “Mom,
he’s asking if there is a weapon.” | told him, “No, Yam would not go out with a weapon,” but they
understood there was a soldier in the house, a soldier—male or female.”2%’

71.  While they were being led out of their house, Yam fainted: “Yam got stuck in the
doorframe, like she needed to clear the way, and she got stuck in the doorframe. We understood
that she fainted; she just collapsed. This had happened to Yam once or twice before October
7th, even when she donated blood. So we laid her down there in the shower. Her head was in
the bathing area, her legs where the sink was, under a cabinet like a utility cabinet. | remember
we couldn’t reach the shower; it was shattered into shards of glass and we were barefoot. All
of us were barefoot. So Agam and | took water from the sink, wet our hands, and wiped her
face and talked to her— to Yam—and she responded a little. Until one of the terrorists arrived
and dragged her [Agam, the younger daughter] by the hair, and she had her hair loose, and he
pulled her outside. And at that point | no longer had eye contact with the children for several
seconds or minutes—I can’t estimate time—but all of this was very, very fast.”238

72. Noticing that Yam had started to wake up, she went outside to see where her other
children were. “I saw that the boys were being directed toward the shoe cabinets near our
main entrance. Then | went back inside to the shower, and | saw that Yam had been shot in
the face. That was it. | was in shock. | was stunned. | couldn’t believe what | was seeing. It was
seconds—seconds in which | saw that a hole had opened here, her teeth were exposed, and
blood was coming from her head, and she was convulsing. | ran outside. | didn’t bend down to
her. No. | don’t know what | was thinking. | was simply terrified, horrified, numb. | ran outside.?®®

73. In addition, in her testimony to the Civil Commission, Yam’s younger sister, who was
subsequently taken hostage together with her mother and two of her siblings, described the
events. She mentioned stepping over the body of her father, who had just been shot and killed,
as the perpetrators began to forcefully take her and the rest of her family members outside
their home. She stated that her sister, the family’s eldest daughter, had fainted at the sight of
her dead father: “My mother and | try to wake her and she wakes up and then faints again. |
remember one of the terrorists pulling my hair as | go out, and | really remember his face... |
remember him pulling my hair, looking at me angrily.”?*° She explained how the perpetrators

236 Testimony of Chen Almog-Goldstein (Dec. 12, 2024), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived
with the Civil Commission.

237 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.
238 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.
239 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

240 Testimony of Agam Goldstein-Almog (Sept. 16, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived
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Photo by Ziv Koren | Beeri, October 28, 2023

also “documented cases indicative of sexual violence perpetrated against women and men in
several kibbutzim.”2%2

81. Additionally, videos published by Hamas from its attack on Kibbutz Nahal Oz shows the
abuse of a young male foreign student and his partially undressed body.?®® The videos depict the
man being dragged and beaten by a mob. Another video then shows his lifeless body being kicked
on the ground, stabbed, shot at and executed by gunshots. In another video, which was published
on the official Hamas Telegram group, the victim is in his underwear, partially undressed, with
his legs also appearing to have been broken.?®* The body of the victim is seen transferred in the

252 Including in Kfar Aza, Re'im and Nir Oz, as well as in Kibbutz Nahal Oz. UN COI Oct. 7th Findings (2024), UN Doc.
A/HRC/56/CRP.3, supra note 18, 19 141, 150-151 (“In another case the perpetrators published videos of a victim’s
execution and the mistreatment of his body in the vicinity of kibbutz Nahal Oz. The victim is lying on his stomach and
appears to have been almost completely undressed; his jeans have been pulled down and there is partial tearing
of his underwear.). It further concluded “on reasonable grounds” that “perpetrators committed sexual violence on
7 October in southern Israel, including. . . at kibbutzim Re’im, Nir Oz and Kfar Aza. This conclusion is based, among
other factors, on the state and position in which many of the bodies of victims were found. Id, § 291.

253 Video showing the desecration of Joshua Mollel's body archived with the Civil Commission.

254 See also reporting on the filmed abduction of Joshua Mollel in Human Rights Watch, Palestinian Armed Groups’




































Photo by Ziv Koren | Shura, October 25, 2023
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Photo by Ziv Koren | Tel Aviv, March 14, 2024




been uploaded to Shutterstock, a commercial site for videos and photographs.®®® This was the
first moment Ofri Bibas saw the moments her brother was abducted; abused and bleeding.36°
Shortly thereafter, a new video surfaced of Shiri and the children from inside Gaza on the day
of their abduction: “. .. that video shook me even more than the abduction video [of Shiri Bibas].
.. the second video, where you see them bringing Shiri and the children there, taking her down
from some kind of pickup truck, immediately covering her with a large lungi. You only see Ariel’s
head there, but the assumption was always that Kfir was also in her arms. They cover her with
a big lungi and bring her into the post, and from there transfer her to another vehicle, and the
vehicle leaves the post. But this video—what. .. what shook me the most was that | had already
seen other abduction videos, and in many of them they were in groups. And what was hard for
me to see in this video was that Shiri was alone. She was abducted alone and entered the post
there alone—just her with the two children—and she was barefoot. And | basically said to myself:
she went through all of this alone. .. So that realization—that she was there alone—this. .. it was
avery, very, very hard moment for me.”s7°

135. Only when their bodies were released, approximately a year and a half after the October
7th attacks, did Yarden and his family get confirmation that Shiri and the children had been
murdered in captivity. The family still does not know what they went through in the weeks
before they were murdered.®”!

136. Female hostages were often forced into intimate contact with their abductors, violently
pressed between them on motorcycles, trucks, or other vehicles.®”? A former hostage described
in her testimony to the Civil Commission being lifted by three armed men, “one grabbed me,
literally holding one hand, another held my shoulders; they were pressed against me.”®”® She
recounted: “And if you wanted to talk about sexual harassment or how | felt emotionally that
day, this is one moment. Suddenly, without saying anything to me, three terrorists lift me up
from the chair. Young ones, the ones who were guarding us... One is holding me—really gripping
me with one hand, holding this arm. One is holding me by the shoulders. They're pressed right
up against me. They start taking me out of the house and separating me from the rest of the
hostages. When we go outside, everyone is staring at us. Shots in the air, shouts that | don’t
understand. You can guess. .. Now three of them are holding me, tightly pressed against me.”s"#

137. Additionally, victims were frequently bound with zip ties, ropes, or electrical cords, and
threatened with weapons during transport, with hands and sometimes feet tied behind their

368 Id.; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

369 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

370 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

371 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.

372 Footage archived with the Civil Commission; See also UN COI Oct. 7th Findings (2024), UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3,
supra note 18, 19 155, 160 (noting that “The abductees were forced to sit very close to their abductors and filmed
during their abduction; in some cases the women were placed between two men on a small motorbike, forcing them
to coerced intimacy with their abductors” and another case where a man can be seen covering a woman'’s face “while
almost sitting on top her, and she is heard crying out [loud] in fear and anguish”). See e.g., testimonies provided to
the Civil Commission by K. (Aug. 10, 2025) and Amit Soussana (Feb. 3, 2026); video and transcript archived with the
Civil Commission.

373 Testimony of Yasmin Porat (Sept. 16, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the
Civil Commission.

374 Id,; video and transcript archived with the Civil Commission.
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mother recalled, her daughter later described hearing “a terrifying silence,” realizing that the
surrounding vehicles were burning and that she had nowhere to flee. When she called out for help,
a perpetrator in civilian clothing approached her, she understood that “she faced an impossible
choice: to stay there and burn to death, or to go with him.” He then began to touch her chest. Shortly
thereafter, armed perpetrators arrived, seized her by the hair, forced her into a vehicle while her
arm was severely injured, and transported her into Gaza, marking the beginning of her captivity.3%*

145. Bodies of murdered victims kidnapped to Gaza were also subjected to SGBV. Video
materials archived and reviewed by the Civil Commission show victims whose bodies were
subjected to acts of extreme violence, SGBV postmortem, including stripping, mutilation, and
other forms of sexualized degradation. In one case, also described in the previous section on
the kibbutzim, a series of videos documents the abuse and abduction of a young foreign male
student, including footage showing him partially undressed.3®® The videos depict the man being
dragged and beaten by a mob. Another video then shows his lifeless body being kicked on the
ground, stabbed, shot at and executed by gunshots. In another video, which was published on
the official Hamas Telegram group, the victim is in his underwear, partially undressed, with his
legs also appearing to have been broken. The body of the victim is seen transferred in the back
of a truck with men screaming, “Here’s the Jew!” in Arabic, ultimately taken hostage into Gaza.3%®

146. In another video, the lifeless body of a partially undressed male hostage can be seen
dragged on the back of a motorcycle.?”

147. In another video shared by the perpetrators on X on the morning of October 7th, described
above, 3% the body of twenty-two-year-old Shani Louk is seen lying face down, partially naked,
visibly injured, and motionless in the back of a pickup truck, as she is paraded through the

394 Testimony of K. (Aug. 10, 2025), provided to the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with the Civil
Commission.

395 Videos archived with the Civil Commission. The videos show the desecration of Joshua Mollel's body archived
with the Civil Commission. See also reporting on the filmed abduction of Joshua Mollel in Human Rights Watch,
Palestinian Armed Groups’ October 7 Assault on Israel (2024), supra note 1, p. 145-6, 231 (“Three videos, two posted
by South First Responders Telegram channel and one posted by the Agsa Martyrs Brigades Telegram channel, show
members of the Agsa Martyrs Brigades and the National Resistance Brigades shooting and killing a person. One
of the fighters is wearing a yellow Agsa Martyrs Brigades headband and another has a red National Resistance
Brigades patch on his vest. The caption of a video posted by South First Responders and confirmed by the Tanzanian
government identifies the person as Joshua Mollel, “a 21-year-old student from Tanzania,” just outside the southwest
fence of Nahal Oz around noon. In the first video, fighters hold onto Mollel’s shirt, shoving him back and forth while
yelling at him. Mollel, who is bleeding from the right side of his face, is standing still and not fighting back. The
second video begins with Mollel already on the ground, lying motionless with two gaping wounds in his abdomen
and blood on his neck. A person in civilian attire is visible holding a bloody knife above his body, suggesting he just
stabbed Mollel. One fighter steps on Mollel's chest and then fires a rifle at his head eight times. The final video,
shared by the Agsa Martyr Brigades Telegram channel, shows one of their members wearing the yellow headband
standing on Mollel’s bloodied head in the same location. Mollel’'s body is covered in wounds and blood. The videos
also indicate Joshua Mollel’s attackers stripped him of his clothing."); The UN COl also reported the case and noted
that multiple scratches on the victim’s back suggest that the body was moved against a rough surface before or
around the time of death, according to an independent forensic pathologist. The victim had gunshot wounds on the
right gluteal area and stab wounds and cuts on the rest of his body, as well as gunshot wounds to his lower legs,
which also appeared to have been broken, after or around the time of death. The pelvic bone or hip also appeared
to be fractured. See UN COI Oct. 7th Findings (2024), UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, supra note 18, § 151 (“In a fourth
video verified by the Commission, the body of the victim is being transferred in a truck, with men in the background
screaming in Arabic, “Here’s the dog. Here's the dog. Here's the Jew.”). See also Section II.A.5 (Postmortem Sexual
Abuse, Humiliation, and Desecration of Bodies).

396 Videos archived with the Civil Commission.
397 Video archived with the Civil Commission.

398 See supra, notes 343-344, and accompanying text.
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150. The Civil Commission documented the systematic use of social media by perpetrators
during and immediately following the abductions and killings of women, children, and families.
Across multiple locations, including the Nova Music Festival, civilian communities in the
kibbutzim, and military bases, perpetrators filmed, photographed, and disseminated images
and videos of abducted women and children, desecrated bodies of women, and families in
states of extreme vulnerability.*°® In several instances, content was circulated in real time or
shortly thereafter, depicting victims—alive or dead—being paraded, humiliated, or abused, and
in some cases accompanied by celebratory or inciting commentary.*%7

151. To conclude, the testimonies, verified footage, and corroborating materials reviewed by
the Commission establish a clear and consistent pattern of SGBV, and deliberate humiliation
during the abduction of hostages on and after October 7th. Examination of the materials
shows clear, repetitive patterns indicating that SGBV was an integral part of the abduction
itself to inflict terror, domination, and dehumanization on hostages. These acts, ranging from
sexual assaults to the desecration and public display of victims’ bodies, were systematically
recorded, celebrated, and disseminated, maximizing fear and psychological trauma, including
against children. The Commission’s documentation to date demonstrates that the abductions
themselves constituted a distinct and deliberate phase of gendered violence, warranting
continued investigation and accountability.

B. SGBV AGAINST HOSTAGES IN CAPTIVITY

152. The Commission’s investigation into the treatment of hostages held in Gaza following the
October 7th attacks indicates that SGBV against hostages occurred across multiple locations
where they were held. Testimonies, medical evaluations, and open-source investigation indicate
that such abuses took place throughout the entire period of captivity, from the earliest days
following the abductions to the time of hostages’ release or death.

153. Drawing on returned hostages’ testimonies, family interviews, medical and psychological
assessments, and relevant experts’ evaluations, the Commission identified repeated acts of
sexual violence, sexual torture, sexual assault, forced nudity, sexual humiliation, threats of
rape or forced marriage, and coercive sexual acts inflicted on both women and men, including
children and family members.*%® These acts were not isolated incidents but rather an inherent
component of captivity, designed to exert control, instill fear, and strip hostages of their dignity,
autonomy, and sense of personhood. Hostages of all ages, including minors and the elderly,
were affected.

154. Across testimonies and evidence reviewed by the Civil Commission, similar SGBYV,

18, 1 155-156 (“In several cases of abduction at Nova, the women, or their dead bodies, were used as victory trophies
by male perpetrators. The abduction, violence and humiliation of the women were put on public display, either on
the streets of Gaza and/or by recording them and publishing the videos online.’).

406 Images and videos archived with the Civil Commission. See, generally, notes 19-20 above; Elkayam-Levy, Gilad, and
Rudyak, The Civil Commission Kinocide Report: The Weaponization of Families on Oct. 7th, supra note 6, in particular
pp. 4,13-14,19-20, 23, 25, 47 (describing the filmed abuses of the Bibas, Arava, Idan, and Kalderon families, as well
as other families).

407 Images and videos archived with the Civil Commission.

408 In this section, the Civil Commission generally refrains from naming individual hostages in the body of the text, even
where accounts are public, in order to reduce exposure and preserve their dignity; identifying details and public
sources are provided in the footnotes; See also infra Section Il (Thematic Analysis: Identified Patterns).
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where she was held with two men who would subsequently assault her, Muhammad the
cameraman, and Ibrahim, and where she endured a prolonged period of sexual abuse over the
ensuing sixteen days. The hostage recounted: “. .. Then he [Muhammad] brings me into a house,
turns on the light, and Ibrahim leaves. And | understand that he and | are going to sleep alone
that night.” She then described the beginning of a sustained period of abuse: “I sat there on
some mattress in the living room. .. | didn’t know what to do. .. and suddenly | feel him coming
closer to me and he starts giving me a back massage. Just like that, out of nowhere, it terrified
me completely. | didn't understand he was going to come onto me. He gives me the massage
and then starts moving down to my waist, and | stopped it. At first | told him, ‘Stop touching
me, stop touching me, " in Hebrew. | didn’t know what to say to him, he doesn’t know English. |
push his hand away, and when | moved his hand he went back to my waist, and then | got angry.
| stood up and said, ‘Don’t touch me anymore!’ | took the mattress, went into the children’s room,
and went to sleep. And that’s how the first evening ended. .. | wake up in the morning and then
he tells me, ‘Listen, yesterday was a one-time thing. From today on, that’s it, from today you
and | sleep mattress next to mattress, right next to each other. When you go to the bathroom, |
go with you. Every night | will handcuff you.” And that’s how my journey in that house began.”4”

161. The sexual abuse by her captors continued. As she recounted: “I'm sitting there on the
bed, and suddenly lbrahim comes from nowhere, comes and sits next to me and starts harassing
me. Everything happens in the room in complete silence. | start crying uncontrollably, but all in
silence. He keeps looking at me and saying, ‘Be careful. He gestures to me like this and says,
‘If you don't calm down, | will... | will get angry.” And that’s how the days pass. When | go to the
bathroom, Muhammad comes in with me every time. And he watches me, the *** [curse]. And
every day he is there with me in the bathroom, and I'm .... Like, | urinate, and [think] how do |
do this? I'm like standing and lowering my pants with one hand, right? and then in a second |
sit down so he won’t see anything. | sit there in the toilet terrified that he might see something
of me. Ibrahim keeps bothering me endlessly. They constantly grab my leg. They are giving me
a massage on the leg, and then move up to my thigh. And | try to push them away with kicks
and pull back, but he keeps grabbing my leg. In the end, what am | next to him? He is much
stronger than me.”#'®

162. She further described: “Sixteen days. Which sounds like nothing, but it was. .. the sixteen
worst days of my captivity, by far. He slept next to me every night with a gun under the pillow
and a pistol next to the mattress. .. all the time he asks me, who did you sleep with? When
did you sleep, when here, when there? ... | lied to them that | have a husband, and that really
occupied them all the time.”#"°® The hostage further added: “There was another thing, | didn’t get
my period. And that scared all of us terribly. My biggest fear was that they had done something
to me in the first three days or at the hospital and | didn’t know, and that’s why | wasn’t getting
my period.”42°

163. Lastly, she described another sexual assault and ongoing abuse. She recounted that the
first time she was allowed to go to the bathroom alone felt like a moment of brief relief, which
was immediately followed by the most severe assault she experienced in that house: “This was

417 Id.
418 Id.
419 Id.
420 Id.
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to get there. | even remember the groceries my mother bought for me. | put the toilet paper
in the middle of the kitchen and just went to bed. | fell asleep and turned my phone off. The
next thing | woke up to was sirens and insane explosions, right when it all started. ... My first
thought was: tomorrow I'll have a day off work. | went outside into the garden and immediately
understood that something... this time something was different. You could hear the sheer
number of rockets, some falling in Kfar Aza, some above us. There were constant ‘Red Alert’
sirens. And we immediately started hearing gunfire. .... The gunfire was already very close. A
neighbor [name anonymized] came running and said that someone had told him there were
terrorists on the fence. Then another neighbor [name anonymized] who lived across from me,
came outside. | asked him, ‘What is this? What is happening?’ He said, ‘| don’t know, but go
inside, go into the safe room. So | did. | went into the safe room. | was wearing short pajama
shorts, a spaghetti-strap top, and thin socks. | was in the safe room with the television on, and
we started messaging on WhatsApp with my family. | still didn't understand what was happening
around me. Then | started hearing ‘Allahu Akbar” and gunfire. It was really a matter of minutes.”*4

173. Describing her efforts to hide and her growing realization that armed attackers had
entered the kibbutz, she noted: “Suddenly | heard banging. | don’t know if it was on the wall
of the safe room or on the window, like someone knocking, like knocking on a door. ... What |
thought | was hearing were battles with the army. | thought: what are the chances they would
come to my house? Why would they come specifically to me? ... It will be okay, like it always is.
But that knocking, something about it made me feel that something was happening. | wrote
to my family. At first | crawled under the bed. | saw on Twitter that there were terrorists in
Be'eri. ... At the beginning my mother and my sisters told me, ‘Get under the bed.” So | went
under the bed. But | didn’t feel safe. | started shaking. | could still hear very close noises, and
the gunfire was getting closer. So | decided to climb into the closet that | had inside the safe
room, thinking that there | would be safer.”4°

174. She then described how she was discovered in the safe room and forcibly taken from her
home: “I heard a huge explosion. Before that there had been a gunshot, and then this massive
blast. Within seconds the door of the closet opened. | remember holding my phone in my hands,
and one of the terrorists just grabbed me and pulled me out of the closet. Inside the safe room
| saw three terrorists already there. One of them was bent over, going through my drawers. He
ripped an earring out of my ear. When | came outside, | saw that they had thrown a grenade.
... They looked relatively young. They were not wearing army uniforms, but they had weapons.
One had a sharp knife, another had an RPG launcher. They were heavily armed. | remember
thinking: Why did they come to me? What did | do wrong? And then | thought about how | wasn’t
dressed. The first thing | felt was exposed. ... In the middle of all the chaos | ran back inside the
house to look for something to wear because | felt exposed. There was a closet between the
safe room door and the house. Everything was full of smoke. | was coughing and trying to find
something to wear. | was in such stress that my mind just froze, | couldn’t even decide which
piece of clothing to take. One of the terrorists started pulling me outside. | grabbed the white
blanket that was on my bed in the safe room, a blanket my mother had bought me about two

444 Testimony of Amit Soussana (Feb. 3, 2026), provided with the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with
the Civil Commission.

445 Testimony of Amit Soussana (Feb. 3, 2026), provided with the Civil Commission; video and transcript archived with
the Civil Commission.






